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Congress  passes  $1 
billion  AIDS  bill 
no  confidentiality 

Helms  keeps  protections  for  those  who  test 
HIV  antibody-positive  from  final  version 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  Efforts  to  pass  broad 
federal  legislation  responding  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic  resulted  in  the  passage  Oct.  13  of  a 
$1  billion  bill  that  fails  to  ensure  confiden¬ 
tiality  of  HIV  anitibody  testing.  Notorious 
homophobes  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.) 
and  Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.) 
blocked  joint  House-Senate  action  on  the 
bill,  sponsored  by  Sen.  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  and  Rep.  Henry  Waxman 
(D-Calif.),  for  nearly  two  weeks  until  pro¬ 
tections  for  those  who  test  HIV  antibody 
positive  were  deleted.  President  Reagan  has 
indicated  he  will  sign  the  bill  into  law. 

Lesbian  and  gay  lobbyists  told  GCN  they 
feared  the  failure  of  confidentiality  provi¬ 
sions  would  be  mirrored  by  state 
policy-makers,  but  that  passage  of  the  bill 
before  the  end  of  this  legislative  session  was 
crucial.  Among  the  funding  provisions  in 
the  legislation  are  $800  million  for  research, 
care  and  educational  programs,  and  $200 
million  beginning  in  1990  for  anonymous 
HIV  antibody  testing  programs. 

Helms  and  Waxman  offered  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  proposals  regarding  confidentiality. 
Helms  argued  that  physicians  should  be  re¬ 
quired  by  law  to  inform  the  sexual  contacts 
of  a  person  who  tests  HIV  antibody 
positive.  Waxman  insisted  on  penalties  for 
doctors  or  health  officials  who  disclosed  test 
results.  The  final  compromise  bill  does  not 
mention  confidentiality  or  disclosure 
penalties,  but  allows  for  anonymous  testing. 
Robert  Bray,  a  lobbyist  for  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund,  said  the  com¬ 
promise  bill  “probably  would  not 
discourage”  most  people  from  taking  the 
test. 

Lobbyists  for  AIDS  organizations  ex¬ 
pressed  dismay  at  Helms’s  action,  but  said 
they  faced  a  choice  between  losing  the  bill 
when  Congress  adjourns  Oct.  21  or  striking 
a  compromise  with  Helms.  “It’s  better  than 
nothing,”  said  Lynn  Vance  of  the  National 
AIDS  Network,  a  coalition  of  AIDS  care 
and  service  provider  organizations.  “I  am 
especially  disappointed  the  confidentiality 
provision  lost  out.  It  is  essential  to  fighting 
this  disease.  People  need  protection  in  order 
to  come  forward  for  testing.”  Vance  vowed 
the  confidentiality  provision  would  be  rein¬ 
troduced  next  year. 

AIDS  lobbyists  and  activists  also  criticiz¬ 
ed  a  provision  which  provides  federal  fun¬ 
ding  of  mandatory  HIV  antibody  testing  for 
convicted  IV  drugs  users  and  “sex  of¬ 
fenders.”  Bray  told  GCN  the  provision 
amounts  to  “bashing  vulnerable  groups. 
What  these  groups  need  is  preventative 
education,  not  mandatory  testing  measures. 
Prison  wardens  are  still  refusing  to  hand  out 
condoms.  It’s  really  disappointing.” 

Helms  also  attempted  to  attach  a  provi¬ 
sion  to  the  measure  which  would  have  bann¬ 
ed  federal  funding  of  AIDS  educational 


programs  that  “promote  or  encourage 
homosexuality”  or  use  “words  stating  that 
homosexuality  is  ‘normal,’  ‘natural,’  or 
‘healthy.’”  A  House-Senate  conference 
committee  rejected  the  Helms  amendment 
in  favor  of  a  compromise  amendment  of¬ 
fered  by  Kennedy  and  Sen.  Alan  Cranston 
(D-Calif.).  The  compromise  amendment 
states  that  AIDS  and  other  programs  cannot 
be  “designed  to  promote  or 
directly,  intravenous  drug  abuse  or  sexual 
activity,  homosexual  or  heterosexual.” 

The  bill  received  an  unexpected  boost 
from  right-wing  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  (R-Utah), 
who  argued  strongly  against  Helms.  Hatch 
is  a  long-time  proponent  of  home  health 
care,  one  of  the  key  provisions  of  the  bill. 
The  bill  authorizes  $100  million  over  two 
years  for  home  care.  In  arguing  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  Hatch  told  the  Senate,  “I  have 
known  homosexuals  that  I  liked  and  I  have 
known  homosexuals  I  disliked  as  human  be¬ 
ings.  Some  of  them  are  just  as  fine  human 
beings  as  anybody  on  this  floor,  or  in  the 
U.S.  Senate.”  Last  month,  Hatch  said  the 
Democratic  Party  was  the  party  of 
“homosexuals”  and  “abortion.” 

Despite  the  repressive  components  of  the 
bill,  AIDS  lobbyists  and  activists  told  GCN 
it  includes  some  important  measures  to  help 
fight  the  battle  against  AIDS.  “Overall,  I 
am  pleased.  We  finally  have  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  battle  plan.  The  key  components  of  the 
bill  —  education,  anonymous  testing, 
research,  home  care  —  are  included.  But 
does  it  include  everything?  Clearly,  no,” 
said  Bray.  He  added  the  bill  is  a  “first  step” 
to  build  upon  when  the  next  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  opens  in  January.  “I  believe  we  will  win 
the  battle  [for  confidentiality  protections] 
next  year.  The  country  has  responded  to  a 
number  of  issues.  The  public  has  made  it 
clear  it  does  not  want  punitive  measures.  We 
will  use  new  strategies  to  keep  the  bills  away 
from  the  Capitol  [Hill]  homophobes.” 

Vance  agreed,  “We  are  already  winning 
more  battles  than  we  lose.  But  it’s  never 
enough  with  this  terrible  disease.  This  is  just 
a  beginning.  Much  more  is  needed.”  But 
Jean  McGuire,  executive  director  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Council  in  Washington,  D.C. 
was  less  optimistic.  “We’re  very  disap¬ 
pointed.  [The  bill]  is  not  exactly  an  in¬ 
novative  or  significant  policy  change.” 

Among  the  funding  provisions  praised  by 
lobbyists  and  activists  were:  $100  million  for 
alternative  care  and  treatment  programs 
such  as  home  health  care  and  hospices  for 
PWAs;  $30  million  for  “demonstration  pro¬ 
jects”  to  establish  new  health  care  models 
for  PWAs;  $40  million  to  aid  the  World 
Health  Organization’s  international  AIDS 
education  program;  a  special  congressional 
commission  on  AIDS;  and  $5  million  for 
Community  Research  Initiatives  (CRIs), 
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or  “Operation 


Rescue” 


Right  wing  anti-abortionists  bent  on  disrupting  abortion 
clinic  services  in  Boston  will  be  met  by  an  organized 
coalition  of  reproductive  rights  supporters 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  “Operation  Rescue”  is  bring¬ 
ing  its  traveling  anti-abortion  show  to 
town,  and  supporters  of  abortion  rights  are 
mobilizing  resistance.  Several  feminist  and 
reproductive  rights  groups  have  joined 
forces  to  counter  an  expected  onslaught  of 
anti-abortion  demonstrations,  due  to  be 
staged  in  the  Greater  Boston  area  on  Oct.  22 
and  Oct.  29.  Other  cities  around  the  U.S. 
are  also  targeted  for  protest  by  the 
nationally-coordinated  Operation  Rescue 
movement,  which  first  gained  notoriety  this 
summer  by  disrupting  abortion  clinics  in 
Atlanta  during  the  Democratic  National 
Convention.  Operation  Rescue,  an  increas¬ 
ingly  organized  movement  with  ties  to  right- 
wing  groups  in  many  cities,  has  named  Oct. 
29  as  “National  Day  of  Rescue.” 

In  Boston,  efforts  are  underway  to  rally 
support  for  women’s  right  to  abortion.  A 
mass  “Stand  Up  for  Choice”  action  has 
been  planned  for  Oct.  29  by  the  Coalition 
for  Choice  and  the  Committee  for 
Reproductive  Freedom  (CRF).  The  CRF 
consists  of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  the 
Reproductive  Rights  National  Network 
(R2N2),  and  the  Alliance  Against  Women’s 
Oppression.  The  Coalition  for  Choice  in¬ 
cludes  the  Planned  Parenthood  League  of 
Massachusetts,  Mass  Choice,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts  (CLUM), 
and  a  number  of  abortion  clinics.  Par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Oct.  29  action  are  asked  to 
stand  from  9-11  a.m.  in  a  connected  line 
along  Beacon  Street  in  Brookline,  to 
demonstrate  solidarity  and  support  for 
reproductive  rights.  A  protest  will  follow  at 
11:30  a.m.,  planned  by  CRF.  Over  1,000 
supporters  are  expected  to  join  the  actions. 

“We  are  planning  to  put  on  a  pro-choice, 
pro-active  demonstration,”  said  Ellen  Con- 
visser,  president  of  Boston  NOW.  “The  on¬ 


ly  other  time  we’ve  had  such  a  broad 
response  like  this  was  in  organizing  against 
[conservative  U.S.  Supreme  Court  nominee 
Robert]  Bork.  We  want  to  show  our  support 
for  keeping  abortion  safe,  legal  and 
funded.” 

Explained  Hilary  Roberts  of  R2N2,  “We 
don’t  know  quite  what  to  expect  from 
Operation  Rescue.  They  seem  to  just  invade 
the  community  and  harass  women.  I  feel 
frustrated  I  can’t  do  more  to  confront 
them.”  Roberts  added  that  although  she 
plans  to  participate  in  the  “Stand  Up  for 
Choice”  action  on  Oct.  29,  she  prefers  a 
more  confrontative  approach  to  protesting 
Operation  Rescue. 

“The  [abortion]  clinics  are  really  negative 
about  having  activist  presence  on  the 
streets,”  Roberts  said.  “I’m  disappointed 
with  that.  It’s  frustrating.  It’s  as  if  the 
clinics  see  us  [the  more  radical  activists]  as 
the  enemy.” 

Susan  Newsom,  director  of  advocacy  for 
the  Planned  Parenthood  League  of 
Massachusetts,  explained  that  clinic  of¬ 
ficials  prefer  not  to  stage  counter¬ 
demonstrations  because  they  believe  they 
only  add  to  the  havoc  and  make  it  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  serve  patients.  “If  we  are  forced  to 
stop  operating  for  even  one  day,”  Newsom 
explained,  “then  Operation  Rescue  has 
won.  We  do  not  want  to  have  our  services 
interrupted.” 

Leaflets  distributed  by  CRF  and  the 
Coalition  for  Choice  explain  some  of  the 
dangers  imposed  by  Operation  Rescue.  The 
leaflets  state:  “The  right  wing  attacks  on 
abortion  rights  threaten  women’s  lives. 
Pickets,  harassment,  vandalism  and  bomb¬ 
ings  put  all  women  seeking  abortion  and 
other  family  planning  services  at  risk. 
‘Operation  Rescue’  is  the  latest  attack  by  the 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“This  announcement  must  be  seen  for  what 
it  is,  a  media  event  staged  so  that  the  Bush 
campaign  can  capitalize  on  the  tragedy  of 
AIDS.” 

—  Urvashi  Vaid,  spokeswoman  for 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force, 
in  response  to  the  announcement  by  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  Commis¬ 
sioner  Frank  Young  and  presidential  can¬ 
didate  George  Bush  that  the  FDA  will 
“streamline”  its  approval  process  for 
promising  drugs  developed  to  treat  life- 
threatening  diseases.  See  GCN,  Vol.  16,  No. 
13  for  more  information  about  the  guide¬ 
lines. 

Judge  takes  the  gay 
out  of  gaybashing 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Common  Pleas 
Court  Judge  Eugene  Edward  J.  Maier  refus¬ 
ed  to  allow  homosexuality  to  be  an  issue  in 
prosecution  of  a  case  involving  the  attack  of 
two  gay  men  last  June. 

Carl  Vetter,  one  of  the  men  who  was  at¬ 
tacked,  maintains  that  he  and  a  friend,  Gary 
Seidel,  were  gaybashed,  first  verbally  with 
anti-gay  epithets  and  then  physically,  as  they 
walked  along  Spruce  St.  in  Philadelphia. 

Two  defendants  —  James  Lemly  and 
Thomas  Duffy,  a  former  police  officer  — 
were  found  not  guilty  of  assault  and  con¬ 
spiracy  charges  on  Sept.  1 .  The  third  defen¬ 
dant,  Joseph  Lemly,  was  found  guilty  of 
simple  assault. 

Assistant  District  Attorney  Nancy  Beam 
was  instructed  by  Maier  during  a  conference 
in  his  chambers  not  to  raise  the  gay  issue 
during  the  trial,  according  to  The 
Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

At  one  point  during  her  questioning  of 
Joseph  Lemly,  Beam  asked  if  he  thought 
Vetter  was  a  homosexual.  Lemly  admitted 
calling  Vetter  a  “fucking  faggot.”  John 
O’Donnell,  attorney  of  James  Lemly,  ob¬ 
jected,  saying  that  the  question  was  inap¬ 
propriate  and  “inflammatory  to  the  jury.” 
The  judge  sustained  the  objection. 

Maier  also  would  not  allow  entry  of 
testimony  that  the  defendants  had  covered 
the  license  plate  of  their  car  with  an  anti-gay 
epithet. 

Rita  Addessa,  director  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  said  after 
the  trial,  “The  judge  is  guilty  of 
gaybashing....  This  is  another  case  in  which 
the  criminal  justice  system  trivialized  an  act 
of  anti-gay  violence,  in  which  the  court 
minimized  the  sentence,  in  which  the  judge 
revictimized  the  victim,  blaming  him  just  as 
a  woman  is  blamed  for  being  raped,”  Ad¬ 
dessa  added. 

Maier  told  the  Daily  News  after  the  trial 
that  he  was  not  anti-gay  and  that  it  was 
“clearly  improper”  to  raise  the  gay  issue  in 
this  case.  He  maintained  that  the  only  rele¬ 
vant  issue  was  whether  Duffy  and  the 
Lemlys  attacked  Vetter. 

Beam  disagreed.  “The  reason  this  person 
was  picked  out  was  because  of  what  they 
believed  was  his  sexual  preference,  ’  ’  she  told 
the  Daily  News. 

□  John  Dooley 

Calif,  upholds  law 
against  lingering 
suspiciously 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  California 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  state’s  anti- 
loitering  law,  mainly  used  to  harass  gay 
men,  by  a  5-2  ruling  on  Aug.  22.  The  case 
came  before  the  court  as  a  consolidation  and 
appeal  of  various  cases  of  men  charged  with 
loitering  under  Penal  Code  section  647(d). 

The  code  states  that  “it  is  against  the  law 
to  loiter  in  or  about  a  public  restroom  for 
the  purpose  of  committing  a  lewd  or  lascivi¬ 
ous  act.”  Justice  Stanley  Mosk,  who  dis¬ 
sented,  pointed  out  that,  “The  majority 
have  not  satisfactorily  explained  how  intent 
can  be  determined  when  there  are  no  accom¬ 
panying  acts  or  conduct.” 

The  court  opinion  states,  “If  an  officer 
observes  an  individual  lingering  conspicuous¬ 
ly  in  the  restroom  for  an  inordinately  long 
period  of  time,  he  might  properly  infer  that 
the  suspect  does  not  have  innocent  intent.” 
According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  the 
ruling  provides  that  if  a  police  officer  knows 


that  the  individual  has  committed  lewd  acts 
in  the  past,  there  is  reason  to  suspect 
criminal  intent.  The  suspect  can  also  be  im¬ 
plicated  if  the  officer  has  “information 
from  a  reliable  informant  that  a  particular 
individual  has  disclosed  his  intent  to  fre¬ 
quent  a  particular  public  restroom  with  in¬ 
tent  to  solicit  acts... even  if  the  suspect  has 
not  yet  committed  indecent  exposure  or  an 
actual  solicitation.” 

According  to  gay  attorney  Fred  Rosen¬ 
berg,  the  crime  is  just  being  there.  But 
unlike  other  codes  that  prohibit  persons 
from  being  in  a  particular  place,  for  example 
on  school  grounds  after  hours,  this  code  is  a 
registerable  offense.  Rosenberg  warned, 
“Anyone  convicted  of  it  is  a  registered  sex 
offender,  the  same  as  a  child  molester,  a 
rapist  or  someone  who  commits  a  felony.” 

The  court  opinion  admonished  police  to 
“apply  equal  standards  to  both  homosexu¬ 
als  and  heterosexuals  in  determining 
whether  an  individual’s  conduct  in  fact  pro¬ 
vides  probable  cause  to  believe  that  he  is 
loitering  with  the  proscribed  intent.” 

Rosenberg  responded  to  this  passage,  say¬ 
ing,  “Give  me  a  break!  I  have  yet  to  hear  of 
any  straight  person  arrested  in  a  restroom, 
other  than  people  who  are  ostensibly 
straight.  We  know  who  this  law  is  used 
against.” 

□  Jennifer  Fechner 

Klan  to  “patrol” 
highway  stops  in 
N.C. 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  The  Ku  Klux  Klan 
(KKK)  plans  to  patrol  rest  areas  along 
highway  1-85  in  North  Carolina  to  “rid 
these  areas  of  homosexual  and  drug-selling 
activity,”  according  to  an  anonymous 
source  who  called  The  Front  Page,  a  North 
Carolina  lesbian/gay  newspaper.  The  caller 
said  the  KKK  has  distributed  a  letter  to  Klan 
members  describing  an  operation  intending 
to  “kill  the  faggots”  at  1-85  rest  stops  from 
South  Carolina  north  to  Durham. 

“I  got  the  impression,”  the  source  told 
The  Front  Page,  “that  the  Klan  is  going  to 
try  to  use  this  to  build  awareness  of  the 
‘positive’  things  the  Klan  does.  It  sounded 
like  they’ll  try  to  use  this  as  a  way  to  get 
good  publicity.  ...The  scenario  I  see  is  that 
the  Klan  will  try  to  take  credit  if  there  is  a 
decrease  in  gay  sex  activity  or  drug  activity 
in  rest  areas.” 

The  KKK  has  been  linked  to  white 
supremacists  convicted  of  the  murder  of 
three  men  at  a  Shelby,  N.C.  adult  bookstore 
in  1987.  Law  enforcement  agents  determin¬ 
ed  the  murders  were  the  result  of  ^plan  to 
attack  supposed  gay  men. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Fenway  service 
expansion  continues 

BOSTON  —  The  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (FCHC)  has  announced  the 
expansion  of  its  mental  health  and  counsel¬ 
ing  services,  which  will  include  a  number  of 
new  programs  specifically  geared  to  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  Counseling  and 
support  groups  are  now  forming  within  sev¬ 
eral  FCHC  departments  —  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Victim  Recovery  Program,  the  HIV 
Counseling  Program,  and  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Family  and  Parenting  Counseling  Ser¬ 
vice. 

“We  are  pleased  to  be  filling  a  void  by 
providing  much  needed  services  to  our  com¬ 
munity,”  said  Lee  Ellenberg,  director  of  the 
FCHC  Mental  Health  and  Counseling  De¬ 
partment.  “Our  department,  as  well  as  the 
entire  health  center,  is  now  experiencing  an 
exciting  period  of  growth.” 

New  groups  include:  male  incest  survivors 
group;  gay  male  sexual  addiction  group;  les¬ 
bian  parent  group;  relationship  issues  and 
HIV  infection  —  for  individuals  and 
couples;  stress  management  for  AIDS  anxie¬ 
ty;  adolescent  children  of  gay  parents;  and 
many  others. 

All  groups  will  be  held  at  FCHC’s  Mental 
Health  and  Community  Services  offices  at 
93  Massachusetts  Avenue  in  Boston.  Fees 
are  based  on  a  sliding  scale  and  insurances 
are  accepted.  The  Mental  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  of  FCHC  also  offers  on-eoing  coun¬ 
seling  and  therapy.  For  further  information, 
call  (617)  267-0900. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 
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The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


. 

SERVING  THE  GAYS.  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 

COMMUNITY 

HEALTH 

CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Massage 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
medical  services  •  HIV  outpatient  treatment 


FOREX- 
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TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Santo  Domingo . S330RT 

New  York . $99RT 

San  Francisco . S318RT 

Hong  Kong . $850RT 

Caracas . $320RT 

Madrid . $492RT 

Lima . $699RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 
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93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  267-0900 

counseling  •  research  •  community  services 


Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


AM  TIKVA  npn  DJ?  wW 

Boston’s  Community  ot  Lesbian/Gay  Jews 

Invites  you  to  an  Interfaith  Memorial  Service  to 
commemorate  the  10th  Anniversary  of  the  assasination 
of  Harvey  Milk: 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  1,  1988  8:00  pm 

Also,  we  will  screen  the  video  Rights  and  Reactions  (NYC 
Gay  Rights  bill  documentary)  and  discuss  Gay  rights  and 
political  action. 

All  Welcome.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St., 

Brookline  MA  (near  Star  Mkt.)  Phone:  782-8894  for  info 
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Saundra  Graham  wages 
uphill  battle  for 
Cambridge  seat 

After  a  surprise  primary  loss  to  Alvin  Thompson ,  the 
pro-feminist,  pro-gay  incumbent  is  mounting  a  fierce 
sticker  campaign 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  The  campaign 
to  re-elect  state  Rep.  Saundra  Graham 
(D-Cambridge)  has  kicked  into  high  gear. 
With  less  than  a  month  remaining  before  the 
Nov.  8  elections,  supporters  of  Graham  —  a 
pro-feminist,  pro-gay  incumbent  with  12 
years  of  experience  on  Beacon  Hill  —  are 
urging  voters  to  select  Graham  by  writing  in 
her  name  or  affixing  her  sticker  to  the  ballot 
for  the  seat  in  the  28th  Middlesex  District. 
This  “write-in/sticker”  campaign  is 
necessary  because  Graham  was  narrowly, 
and  unexpectedly,  defeated  in  the  Sept.  15 
Democratic  primary  by  challenger  Alvin 
Thompson. 

Graham  campaign  staffers  told  GCN  they 
believe  Graham  still  has  the  majority  of  sup¬ 
port  in  her  Cambridge  district,  including  the 
backing  of  most  lesbian  and  gay  voters. 
They  said  the  loss  in  the  primary  may  have 
been  due  to  low  voter  turn-out  and  a  focus 
on  more  heated  campaigns,  such  as  the 
senate  race  among  Michael  LoPresti, 
Robert  Travaglini  and  Mimi  Gerstell. 
Following  Graham’s  narrow  defeat  to 
Thompson  —  by  a  49  vote  margin  — 
Graham  admitted  she  did  not  campaign 
hard  enough,  claiming  she  was  confident  in 
her  record  of  political  successes  and  con¬ 
sidered  herself  a  shoe-in.  Now  she  said  she 
has  stepped  up  efforts  to  increase  her 
visibility  in  the  community. 

“This  campaign  is  a  necessary  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  hit  the  streets  hard,  regenerate  support 
for  the  good  things  we  have  accomplished  in 
the  past,  and  talk  about  the  bottom  line  for 
the  future,”  Graham  stated  at  a  recent  press 
conference  announcing  her  write-in/sticker 
campaign.  “The  bottom  line  is  I’m  more 
qualified,  more  experienced,  and  more  ef¬ 
fective  than  my  opponent.” 

Graham  received  the  endorsement  of 
both  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA)  and  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus  (MGLPC).  According  to  Michael 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Justice  Depart¬ 
ment  Oct  15.  announced  its  opinion  that 
federal  employees  with  AIDS  are  covered  by 
anti-discrimination  laws  protecting  disabled 
people.  The  new  policy  reverses  a  June  1986 
opinion  by  former  Attorney  General  Edwin 
Meese  that  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  were 
not  covered  by  the  law. 

David  Barr,  staff  attorney  for  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  told 
GCN  the  opinion  is  designed  “to  make 
Reagan  and  Bush  appear  to  be  within  the 
mainstream  of  AIDS  policy  during  an  elec¬ 
tion  year.”  He  said  nearly  every  federal 
court  —  including  the  Supreme  Court  —  has 
already  ruled  that  PWAs  should  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  anti-discrimination  laws.  The  1987 
Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act  by  Congress 
also  protects  PWAs. 

“I  believe  the  (Justice]  Department 
adopted  the  policy  in  order  to  fend  off  addi¬ 
tional  legislation  that  is  needed  to  fight 
discrimination,”  said  Ben  Schatz  of  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Rights  Advocates.  “There  are 
still  many  loopholes  in  the  law  —  employees 
of  private  firms  are  not  protected  and  state 
laws  are  very  inconsistent  —  which  the  ad¬ 
ministration  refuses  to  address.”  He  cited 
an  Alabama  case  where  an  employer  re¬ 
quires  HIV  antibody  testing  of  all 
employees.  Because  federal  law  does  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  private  firms  and  because  Alabama 
lacks  a  law  banning  AIDS-related 
discrimination,  it  is  difficult  to  Fight  the 
employer,  said  Schatz. 


M.  Scully,  a  GBL/GPA  board  member, 
Graham  “scored  100  per  cent”  on  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  distributed  by  GBL/GPA  and 
MGLPC  to  determine  candidates’  stances 
on  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  Scully  explained 
that  Graham  supports  the  state  lesbian/gay 
rights  bill,  opposes  the  current  anti-gay 


Saundra  Graham 


foster  care  policy  and  has  a  “solid  record  of 
support  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.” 

“Saundra  is  very  unabashed  about  her 
support  for  our  community,”  Scully  said. 
“Her  voting  record  speaks  for  itself,  and 
with  12  years  of  experience  as  a  leader,  she’s 
in  a  position  to  deliver  on  our  issues.” 

Arthur  Lipkin,  a  life-long  Cambridge 
resident  and  openly  gay  teacher,  echoed 
Scully’s  support  for  Graham.  “She’s  the 
candidate  for  people  who  want  to  keep  a 
progressive  voice  in  the  legislature,”  Lipkin 
told  GCN.  He  and  Scully  have  formed  an  ad 
hoc  group  of  lesbian  and  gay  supporters  of 
Graham,  which  has  begun  organizing  to  get 

Continued  on  page  6 


The  final  report  of  the  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission  on  HIV  also  recommended  to  the 
Justice  Department  that  anti-discrimination 
measures  be  adopted.  According  to  Bill 
Rubenstein  of  the  ACLU  AIDS  Law  Pro¬ 
ject,  the  opinion  follows  the  wording  of  the 
commission’s  report  closely.  He  also 
credited  the  new  Attorney  General,  Richard 
Thornberg,  for  a  “moderate”  approach  to 
AIDS. 

The  opinion,  explained  Barr,  means  that 
PWAs  can  sue  the  government  if  a  federal 
agency  or  any  organization  receiving  federal 
funds  violates  provision  of  the  1973 
Rehabilitation  Act  protecting  disabled  peo¬ 
ple  from  employment  discrimination. 

Barr  said  the  opinion  should  help  PWAs 
fight  discrimination.  He  said  Lambda 
receives  complaints  of  discrimination  “on  a 
daily  basis”  from  around  the  country.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  New  York  City  Human 
Rights  Commission,  AIDS-related 
discrimination  is  the  most  frequently 
reported  form  of  discrimination  in  the  city. 

Rubenstein  said  the  ACLU  had  recently 
received  a  grant  from  the  American  Foun¬ 
dation  For  AIDS  Research  (AMFAR)  to 
document  AIDS-related  discrimination  in 
this  country.  He  said  that  although  the  study 
is  incomplete,  discrimination  is  “on  the  rise. 
With  the  vast  number  of  people  HIV 
positive,  the  law  will  be  very  important  in 
combatting  discrimination  in  the 
future.” 

U  filed  from  Boston 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Massachusetts  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield,  under  pressure  from  AIDS  activists 
and  Massachusetts  government  officials, 
agreed  on  Oct.  17  to  reimburse  their  clients 
for  a  drug  therapy  widely  acclaimed  for  its 
success  in  preventing  and  treating  pneu- 
mocystis  carinii  pneumonia  (PCP).  PCP  is  the 
most  prevalent  cause  of  death  for  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs).  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  is  the 
largest  health  insurer  in  the  state  and  the  only 
one  to  provide  coverage  for  aerosolized  pen¬ 
tamidine  (AP)  which  costs,  on  average,  $165 
per  treatment. 

Activists  from  ACT  UP/Boston  said  they 
threatened  to  stage  a  dramatic  demonstration 
—  complete  with  blood,  coffins,  and  AIDS 
activists  “dying”  in  front  of  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield’s  downtown  offices  —  to  call  attention 
to  the  company’s  policy  of  refusing  to 
reimburse  clients  for  AP.  ACT  UP  warned 
Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  of  their  plans,  and  said 
they  would  hold  the  demonstration  if  the 
company  failed  to  change  its  reimbursement 
policies  to  include  AP  therapies.  The 
demonstration,  scheduled  for  Oct.  20.,  was 
cancelled  after  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
announced  its  decision. 

John  Dixon,  Governor  Michael  Dukakis’ 
advisor  on  AIDS,  said  he  acted  as  a  mediator 
between  ACT  UP  and  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield.  According  to  Dixon,  he  telephoned 
Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield’s  top  administrators  to 
make  sure  they  were  aware  of  ACT  UP’s 
intentions  and  encouraged  them  to  pay  for 
their  clients’  use  of  AP.  Dixon  commended 
ACT  UP’s  efforts,  saying  their  tactics  were 
“very  smart”  and  that  his  office  provided  the 
necessary  direct  contact  with  individuals  in 
decision-making  positions. 

Clark  Walter,  spokesperson  for  Blue 
Cross/Blue  Shield,  claimed  that  neither 
influence  from  the  governor’s  office  nor 
pressure  from  AIDS  activists  was  a  “real 
factor  in  the  decision.”  Walter  claimed  that 
“new  information”  about  AP  influenced  the 
timing  of  their  decision,  but  he  did  not  know 
the  nature  of  the  “new  information”  or  its 


source. 

“I  believe  the  only  reason  Blue  Cross  chose 
this  time  to  provide  the  coverage  for  aero¬ 
solized  pentamidine  is  because  ACT  UP 
forced  them  to,”  stated  Jeff  Barmeyer,  chair 
of  the  Boston  People  With  AIDS  Coalition 
and  a  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  health  insurance 
policy  holder.  Barmeyer  said  the  Coalition 
supported  the  cooperative  efforts  of  AIDS 
activists  and  state  officials  to  make  AP  more 
available  to  PWAs  in  the  state. 

The  PWA  Coalition,  which  endorsed  ACT 
UP’s  demonstration  plans  by  unanimous  vote, 
was  among  the  organizations  that  participated 
in  civil  disobedience  activities  in  Washington 
last  week  to  protest  the  FDA’s  sluggishness  in 
licensing  AP  and  other  promising  AIDS  treat¬ 
ments.  FDA  licensing  for  AP  would  require 
health  insurance  companies  to  include  its  use 
of  AP  with  other  prescribed  treatments  in  their 
reimbursement  policies. 

In  its  liquid  form,  pentamidine  has  been 
FDA-approved  for  several  years,  yet  it  may  be 
months,  even  years,  before  the  mist  form  of 
the  drug  is  widely  available  for  use.  AP  is 
preferable  to  pentamidine  injections,  because 
it  can  be  inhaled  to  work  directly  in  the  lungs 
of  patients  who  have  or  are  at  risk  for  PCP. 

Ray  Schmidt,  an  ACT  UP  member,  also 
criticized  the  FDA’s  failure  to  license  AP, 
calling  the  difference  between  pentamidine  in 
its  liquid  form  and  its  aerosolized  form  an 
“arbitrary  distinction”  which  “enables 
insurance  companies  not  to  cover  it.”  Schmidt 
said,  ACT  UP  is  targeting  every  health 
insurance  agency  in  the  state  for  demonstra¬ 
tions  until  they  agree  to  cover  the  costs  of  their 
clients’  AP. 

John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  has  been  given  an  Oct.  21  deadline 
by  which  to  begin  covering  AP  treatments. 
Otherwise,  ACT  UP  members  intend  to  be 
arrested  en  masse  for  acts  of  civil  disobedience 
at  the  new  John  Hancock  building  in  Copley 
Square.  The  demonstration  is  scheduled  for 
Oct.  24  at  4:30.  □ 
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Boston  bisexuals  “take 
next  step” 

BROOKLINE,  Mass.  —  On  October  II,  National  Coming  Out  Day,  Bisexual  Citizens  Engaged  in 
Politics  (BICEP)  sponsored  a  visibility  action  in  which  approximately  30  bisexual  men  and  women  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  group  sought  visibility  in  both  the  gay  and  straight  communities  and  acceptance  as  bisex¬ 
uals. 

Wearing  a  variety  of  Bisexual  Pride  t-shirts  and  buttons,  the  participants  passed  out  "Bisexual  Pride 
Information  Cards"  in  the  Coolidge  Corner  area.  Titled  "What  We  Want  You  to  Know  About  Bisexuals,” 
the  cards  challenge  myths  about  bisexuals  and  offer  some  facts.  For  example,  Myth  I,  version  A 
reads  "Bisexuals  are  really  gay  but  will  not  accept  it."  Version  B  is  that  "Bisexuals  are  really  straight 
but  want  to  be  part  of  gay  culture."  Fact  I  counters  with  "Bisexuality  is  a  distinct  sexual  preference. 
Bisexuals  are  not  simply  going  through  a  phase  before  adopting  a  straight  or  gay  identity."  Myth  2  is 
that  "Bisexuals  are  not  happy  unless  they  have  a  sexual  relationship  with  both  a  man  and  a  woman  at 
all  times."  Fact  2  noted  that  "There  is  a  wide  range  of  bisexual  lifestyles.  No  one  arrangement  is 
preferred  by  all  bisexuals."  Here’s  Myth  4:  "Bisexuals  spread  AIDS  to  heterosexuals  and  to  lesbians” 
and  Fact  4:  "Unsafe  sexual  practices  spread  AIDS,  not  particular  groups  of  people.” 

After  passing  out  the  cards,  BICEP  retired  to  a  local  restaurant  known  for  its  straight  clientele,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  1270  for  a  night  of  dancing  and  fun  with  the  bisexual  and  gay  community.  To 
reach  BICEP,  write  P.O.  Box  639,  Cambridge,  Mass.  02140. 

□  Sharia  Clos 

Blue  Cross  to  cover 
aerosolized  pentamidine 

Company  claims  scheduled  demo  by  ACT  UP/Boston 
not  “a  real  factor  ”  in  decision 


Justice  Dept  changes  tune 
on  anti-discrimination  for 
PWAs 

New  opinion  reverses  Meese 
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GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising  Coordinator 

Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  advertising, 
free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns,  and  other 
strategies  to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and  process  weekly  classified 
advertising.  Participate  in  weekly  workings  of 
GCN,  including  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  administrative, 
creative,  and  organizational  skills.  Experience  in 
design  or  public  relations  a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  col¬ 
lective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  eligibility  for  ADW  Workers  Trust 
health/life  insurance,  routing  health  care  through 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave 
and  four  weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  as 
soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to 
apply. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Stop  nuclear  waste  burial 

Dear  GCN: 

Is  it  because  New  Mexico  is  the  birthplace 
of  the  atomic  bomb  that  the  state  was 
chosen  to  bury  the  nation’s  nuclear  bomb 
waste?  Residents  wonder  and  watch  as  the 
10-year-old  WIPP  project  near  Carlsbad 
prepares  to  receive  mountains  of  radioactive 
debris  from  10  sites.  Trucks  are  scheduled  to 
move  plutonium  238  and  a  lot  of  other  dan¬ 
gerous  materials  over  interstate  highways 
through  28  states.  Vehicles  plan  to  depart 
daily  for  at  least  25  years. 

As  yet  no  permanent  nuclear  waste  burial 
place  exists  anywhere  on  the  planet.  WIPP 
is  the  first  of  its  kind.  The  Department  of 
Energy  has  already  dug  tunnels  2,150  feet 
into  the  saltbeds.  But  no  shipments  can  ar¬ 
rive  until  the  land  there  is  withdrawn  from 
public  use  by  Congress.  Called  the  Land 
Withdrawal  Bill,  this  legislation  gives  away 
far  more  land  than  is  needed  to  handle  ex¬ 
isting  bomb  waste. 

The  present  excavation  project  uses  one 
square  mile  while  the  bill  allows  16  square 
miles  to  be  developed.  In  this  way  Congress 
guarantees  that  the  production  of  nuclear 
bombs  will  never  end,  by  providing  a  place 
to  dump  their  future  wastes. 

Moreover,  the  project  is  not  safe.  Salt¬ 
water  in  the  underground  rooms  will  soon 
corrode  the  metal  storage  drums,  releasing 
plutonium  and  highly  volatile  gases  to  form 
a  toxic  soup.  The  Energy  Department  ad¬ 
mits  they  expect  this  to  happen,  but  say  the 
geology  of  the  area  will  prevent  the 
plutonium  from  spreading.  Independent 
research  shows  the  site  is  full  of  fractures 
and  a  body  of  highly  pressurized  water  lies 
just  beneath  the  storage  chambers.  Under 
these  conditions,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
until  plutonium  enters  the  drinking  water, 
finds  its  way  to  the  nearby  Pecos  River  and 
flows  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Lobbying  against  WIPP  has  begun.  Let¬ 
ters  are  going  to  U.S.  House  and  Senate 
members  telling  them  to  vote  against  the 
Land  Withdrawal  Bill.  Congressional  field 
hearings  are  urgently  requested  so  that 
evidence  that  shows  how  the  project  is  un¬ 
safe  can  be  presented.  U.S.  Rep.  Mike 
Synar,  2441  Rayburn  Building,  is  receiving 
mail  directing  him  to  bring  his  Subcommit¬ 
tee  on  Energy  and  the  Environment  to  New 
Mexico. 

Please  join  us.  Write  your  members  of 
Congress  and  Rep.  Synar  about  the  Land 
Withdrawal  Bill  now.  Let  them  know  that 
you,  too,  refuse  to  allow  the  earth  to  be 


poisoned  because  you  value  your  life  and 
cherish  your  children’s  future. 

_  Silvi  Solomon 

Santa  Fe,  N.M 

Gay  purges 

Dear  GCN: 

In  the  early  1950s,  a  friend  of  mine  who 
worked  for  the  federal  government  was 
trapped  into  having  sex  with  an  FBI  spy  and 
was  sacked  from  his  government  job  for  be¬ 
ing  gay.  Consequently,  he  was  never  again 
eligible  for  government  jobs,  despite  his  ex¬ 
pertise  in  areas  in  which  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  could  at  times  well  have  used. 

Recently  this  friend  wrote  to  me  in  this 
vein:  “I  wonder  if  you  have  any  information 
regarding  the  current  policy  of  the  federal 
government  toward  employment  of  known 
American  homosexuals.  In  line  with  the 
program  of  the  current  Soviet  government 
to  rehabilitate  Soviet  citizens  who  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  Stalinism,  do  you  know  if  there  is 
any  discussion  of  a  program  to  rehabilitate 
ex-employees  of  the  federal  government 
who  were  victims  of  McCarthyism  [sic]  and 
Hoover’s  FBI  during  the  purges  of 
homosexuals  from  federal  employment  in 
the  fifties?  I  have  read  that  the  Soviets  have 
already  rehabilitated  some  700  victims,  most 
of  whom  are  dead.  I  am  sure  we  could  come 
up  with  a  greater  figure,  many  of  whom  died 
during  the  purges.  Even  if  the  national  cons¬ 
cience  is  unable  to  countenance  rehabilita¬ 
tion  for  the  survivors  of  the  purges,  do  you 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  get  post¬ 
mortem  rehabilitation  for  the  suicides  of 
that  dreadful  period?  ...  The  victims  of 
Stalin’s  purges  were  well  documented,  and  it 
was  easy  for  the  Soviet  government  to  come 
up  with  names  for  rehabilitation.  Do  you 
know  if  there  is  any  record  of  the  American 
federal  employees  who  were  victims  of  the 
purges,  and  if  it  is  available  for  scrutiny?” 

I  myself  have  an  interest  in  seeing  answers 
to  some  of  these  questions,  if  there  are  any.  I 
think  the  records  of  persecution  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  fifties  should  be  salvaged  under 
the  Freedom  of  Information  Act  and 
preserved  in  a  gay  archives.  A  year  or  two 
ago  I  went  so  far  as  to  give  permission  to  an 
organization  (which  declined  to  do  so)  to 
secure  my  own  FBI  files  from  that  time, 
though  nothing  came  of  it  and  I  am  not  in¬ 
clined  to  do  it  myself. 

I  can  be  thrilled  by  reading  works  (both 
fiction  and  nonfiction)  that  describe  gay  life 
and  experience  in  earlier  times  and  other 
places,  such  as  Ulrichs:  the  Life  and  Works 
of  Karl  Henry  Ulrichs ,  Teleny,  The  Hustler, 
Better  Angel,  Rat  &  the  Devil,  A  Gay  Diary, 
and  A  Thief’s  Journal.  The  period  of  Mc¬ 
Carthy  and  J.  Edgar  Hoover  has  not  been 
explored  sufficiently  and  will  not  be,  until 
the  records  of  gay  victims  are  retrieved  from 
the  files  of  the  FBI,  CIA,  Naval  Intelligence, 
etc.  to  be  studied  by  gay  scholars.  Until  the 
stories  of  those  victims  were  illuminated,  the 
history  of  American  gay  people  victimized 
by  the  purges  of  the  1950s  will  never  be  fully 
told.  Even  without  those  government 
records,  the  stories  of  individuals  could  be 
written  by  the  victims  themselves,  and  those 
accounts  could  become  precious  research 
material.  I  myself  was  not  victimized  in  the 
same  way  that  former  federal  employees 
were,  only  because  I  was  not  a  federal 
employee  at  the  time  I  was  investigated  by 
the  FBI.  Because  my  late  lover  was  so  vic¬ 
timized  and  expelled  from  the  Service  for 
being  gay,  I  became  the  subject  of  FBI  en¬ 
quiry  and  was  put  on  some  kind  of  blacklist, 
which  I  know  from  subsequent  experience 
exists.  Knowing  that  I  was  on  the  blacklist 
kept  me  from  applying  for  any  government 
position. 

I  think  that  by  rights  some  kind  of 
memorial  (perhaps  comparable  to  the  AIDS 
quilt)  should  be  created  for  all  American  gay 
people  who  are  known  to  have  been  vic¬ 
timized  in  the  purges,  who  have  been 
murdered,  who  have  committed  suicide  — 
only  because  they  were  gay.  I  would  be  glad 
to  know  whether  anyone  else  has  been 
thinking  along  any  of  these  lines. 

Glenn  L.  Sitzman 
Mayaguez,  Puerto  Rico 

No  evidence  of  CIA 
responsibility  for  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

Thanks  to  Robert  Halfhill  for  his  angry 
response  to  my  review  of  The  Boiled  Frog 
Syndrome  [GCN,  July  31-August  6,  1988], 
It’s  nice  to  know  I’m  being  read;  sometimes 
I’ve  wondered.  I’m  glad,  too,  that  he  agrees 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


with  my  criticisms  of  author  Marty  Rubin’s 
historical  accuracy.  Unfortunately,  there  re¬ 
main  areas  of  contention. 

The  sorest  point,  I  think,  is  my  dismissal 
of  Rubin’s  belief  that  the  CIA  is  responsible 
for  AIDS.  My  dismissal  is  based  on  a  two- 
part  article  in  Covert  Action  Information 
Bulletin  last  summer,  which  concluded  that 
while  it  couldn’t  be  disproven,  there  was  no 
real  evidence  pointing  to  CIA  responsibility. 
Rubin  offers  no  evidence  at  all,  as  I  noted  in 
my  review.  He  uses  the  idea,  and  indeed  lack 
of  evidence,  to  help  sustain  the  atmosphere 
of  Reaganite  political  paranoia  that  per¬ 
vades  his  novel.  Halfhill’s  arguments  are  not 
much  better.  Assuming  that  AIDS  is  100 
percent  lethal,  he  argues  that  if  100  percent 
lethal  viruses  evolved  in  nature,  “this  planet 
would  have  been  wiped  clean  of  life  many 
times  over....”  I’m  no  expert  on  such 
things,  but  I  happen  to  know  that  at  least 
one  other  100  percent  lethal  (though 
bacterial,  not  viral)  disease  has  evolved 
naturally  —  septicaemic  plague  —  and  so 
far  life  on  earth  still  exists. 

Halfhill  also  asks  why  AIDS  should  have 
appeared  “now,  just  when  we  have  formed 
a  movement  to  fight  for  our  liberation, 
when  we  haven’t  been  doing  anything  sex¬ 
ually  that  we  haven’t  done  for  tens  if  not 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  years?”  Well, 
why  shouldn  V  it  appear  now?  AIDS  wasn’t 
created  by  our  sexual  activity,  just  transmit¬ 
ted  by  it.  You  might  as  well  ask  (and  some 
writers  have)  why  AIDS  arose  just  as  medi¬ 
cal  understanding  of  the  immune  system 
had  reached  the  point  where  we  could 
understand  what  AIDS  was  doing,  so  we 
had  a  chance  of  finding  a  cure  for  it. 
Halfhill’s  bad  logic  doesn’t  prove  that  AIDS 
isn’t  a  germ  warfare  plot,  but  he  still  has 
shown  no  reason  for  thinking  that  it  is.  And 
I  don’t  like  his  Alice-in-Wonderland  notion 
(Verdict  first,  evidence  later!)  that  having 
already  decided  that  the  government  is 
responsible,  we  should  now  seek  evidence  of 
that  responsibility.  Why  bother,  if  we 
already  know?  I  also  can’t  see  giving  Con¬ 
gress  the  chance  to  waste  more  time  with  a 
sideshow  of  hearings  in  search  of  a 
scapegoat,  when  what  we  need  is  more 
money  for  research  and  education. 

Halfhill’s  point  on  s/m  is  well-taken,  and 
I  apologize  for  my  snide  sideswipe  at  s/m 
people,  many  of  whom  are  literate  and 
astute,  unlike  Boiled  Frog’s  hero  Stephen 
Ashcroft.  I’ve  read  some  good  s/m  fiction, 
mainly  by  Anne  Rice  under  various  pseudo¬ 
nyms,  and  I  suspect  that  s/m  has  to  be  set  in 
a  fantasy  world  without  real  politics  in  order 
to  work.  I  still  feel  that  Ashcroft’s  brand  of 
s/m,  eroticizing  macho  ruling-class  males, 
undercuts  the  novel’s  politics.  Ashcroft 
doesn’t  really  want  to  overthrow  the  rulers: 
as  shown  by  his  alliance  with  the  handsome 
politician  Doug  McKittrick,  he  wants  to  be 
one  of  them. 

Finally,  I’m  disturbed  by  Halfhill’s  argu¬ 
ment  that  Boiled  Frog’s  many  faults  and  er¬ 
rors  don’t  matter  because  it  will  educate 
politically  unsophisticated  gay  readers 
about  the  danger  of  quarantine  and  exter¬ 
mination  by  the  Right.  The  trouble  with  this 
patronizing  daydream  is  that  The  Boiled 
Frog  Syndrome  doesn’t  address  such  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  it  denounces  as  “mindless 
multitudes”  and  “lobotomized  couch 
potatoes.”  I  stand  by  my  evaluation:  soft¬ 
core  porn  intended  to  stoke  the  political 
hysteria  of  middlebrow  liberals.  And  the  no¬ 
tion  that  it’s  okay  to  substitute  fantasy  for 
facts  if  your  heart  is  in  the  right  place  may  be 
a  suitable  strategy  for  Ronald  Reagan,  but 
not  for  the  gay  movement. 

Keep  the  cards  and  letters  coming,  folks! 

Duncan  Mitchel 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

A  short  run-down  of  our  talent 

Dear  GCN: 

Hi,  hope  this  finds  you  gays  in  good 
spirits. 

Just  sitting  here  rapping  about  ‘the  good 
ol’  days’  and  the  subject  of  GCN  came  up, 
as  always  in  here. 

My  friends  and  I  share  your  paper  with 
everyone  interested  (that  idea  was  included 
in  your  ‘impersonal’  introduction  letter). 
Let  me  say  we  love  it. 

I  am  writing  to  respond  to  all  we’ve  read 
in  the  prisoner  project.  Let  me  give  you  a 
short  run-down  of  our  talent. 

Michelle  draws  and  decorates.  Sam  writes 
poems  and  is  quite  good  at  rapping.  Sherry 
decorates  too  (she’s  not  gay)  and  Mom  is 
new  to  the  gay  life,  but  is  very  understanding 
to  gays  here  and  will  talk  to  them.  Leslie’s  a 
plumber  with  Sam  and  is  our  softball  pit¬ 
cher.  Joyce  and  I  handle  the  more  busy  end. 
We  are  paralegals  and  handle  all  legal  work 


for  gay  prisoners,  or  really  anyone  who’s 
willing  to  at  least  help  themselves.  I  also 
draw  and  write  poems. 

We  are  trying  to  raise  enough  money  to 
make  a  contribution  to  GCN’s  Prisoner 
Project  to  help  other  brothers  and  sisters 
who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  in  prison. 

We  are  very  active  in  prisoners’  rights  and 
also  gay  rights.  I  myself  plan  to  continue  on 
after  my  release. 

So,  if  you  need  our  help  feel  free  to  call 
upon  us.  We  answer  all  letters.  Slow,  but 
answered. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  hang  loose. 

In  solidarity, 
Clara  Wittier 
A151937  (351) 

_  PO  Box  8540 

Pembroke  Pines,  FL  33024 


'Better  you  than  me*? 

Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Joseph  Jessamine  (Joey).  I’m 
gay  and  I  put  an  ad  in  the  GCN  a  few 
months  ago  for  a  penpal.  Did  I  receive  an 
answer?  No,  I  did  not. 

I  thought  somebody  might  give  a  damn, 
but  the  society  has  you  believing  that  we  are 
all  trash  that  is  thrown  away  for  good.  And 
then  after  we  get  out  (which  we  do)  we’re 
treated  like  trash  too! 

Do  you  just  feel  ‘Better  you  than  me’? 
What  are  you  going  to  do  when  it  does  end 
up  being  you  or  one  of  yours?  Do  you  think 
you’re  so  different? 

Can’t  you  even  be  interested  enough  to 
find  out  what  is  going  down  in  here  and  let 
others  know  about  it?  We’re  being  treated 
like  throwaways  and  animals.  And  people 
wonder  why  we  walk  out  with  a  chip  on  our 
shoulder. 

Joseph  Jessamine 
340279  Coffield 

_  Rt  1  Box  150 

Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75861 

Gay  Lincoln?:  Weak,  wild  and 
winded 


Dear  GCN: 

With  regard  to  your  article  “Queer  as  a  $5 
Bill:  Going  all  the  Way  With  Abe  Lincoln,” 
[GCN  Sept,  18-24,  1988]  it  seems  to  confirm 
my  suspicion  that  no  idea  is  too  absurd,  no 
premise  too  weakly  supported,  no  innuendo 
is  too  wild,  and  no  article  is  too  long,  that  it 
cannot  get  printed  in  GCN  as  long  as  it  has 
Charley  Shively’s  name  on  it. 

Was  it  a  slow  week  or  something?  Were 
you  really  that  hard  up  for  “news?”  I’ve 
seen  articles  in  the  National  Enquirer  that 
were  more  plausible  and  better  supported. 
For  some  reason,  articles  that  would  get 
tossed  out  by  any  competent  editor  seem  to 
get  printed  by  GCN  just  as  long  as  Charley 
Shively  wrote  them.  Surely  by  now  you 
should  be  able  to  distinguish  between  ideas 
that  are  radical  and  ideas  that  are  just  cheap 
sensationalism. 

Whitt  Pond 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Hurting  myself  would  be 
playing  into  their  hands 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  a  black  gay  male  who  is  in  the  ‘pro¬ 
tective  custody’  unit  here  in  the  Great 
Redneck  State  of  West  Virginia.  In  fact,  I 
am  the  only  black  gay  male  here  and  I  am 
catching  hell  from  the  guards.  In  the  past 
two  months  I  have  received  three 
disciplinary  actions  for  bullshit.  And  for  the 
past  week  I  have  had  my  living  area  messed 
up,  letters  and  legal  papers  dumped  on  the 
floor,  family  pictures  messed  up  or  tore  up. 
I  have  been  called  racial  names,  such  as  Nig¬ 
ger,  Jungle  Bunny,  Porch  Monkey,  and 
Nigger  Fag.  And  other  names  that  make  me 
sick. 

Even  though  I  stay  to  myself,  I  still  catch 
hell.  This  has  cause  me  to  file  a  grievance  to 
the  warden  and  to  this  date  I  have  received 
no  reply  at  all.  What  I  would  like  to  know  is 
what  can  I  do  to  stop  this  kind  of  treatment. 
I  am  the  only  one  getting  this  treatment  even 
though  there  are  about  a  half  dozen  white 
gays  here  too. 

I  have  given  a  good  deal  of  thought  to 
hurting  myself,  but  that  would  be  playing 
into  their  hands.  Just  what  can  I  do.  I  need 
help  bad. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Robert  Mathews 
50317  Cell  4- P-1 
_  818  Jefferson  Ave. 

Moundsville,  WV  26041 


Mass,  nuclear  reactors: 
they  aren’t  worth  the  risk 


By  Joseph  Kriesberg 

A  serious  accident  at  the  Pilgrim  reactor 
in  Plymouth  could  cause  3,000  immediate 
deaths,  23, 000  long-term  cancers,  and  $ 121 
billion  in  property  damage.  A  similar  acci¬ 
dent  at  the  Yankee  Rowe  plant  in  Western 
Massachusetts  could  cause  1, 000  immediate 
deaths,  4,000  cancers  and  $21  billion  in 
damage. 

—  Report  by  Sandia  National 
Laboratories  to  the  Nuclear  Regulatory 
Commission  (NRC)  (1982) 

Is  such  a  risk  worth  taking  for  the  sake  of 
just  four  percent  of  our  electricity?  That  is 
the  crux  of  this  year’s  Massachusetts  ballot 
Question  4  —  the  initiative  to  retire  the 
problem-plagued  Pilgrim  nuclear  plant  and 
the  aging,  outdated  Yankee  Rowe  nuclear 
plant. 

The  NRC  estimates  that  there  is  a  45  per¬ 
cent  chance  of  a  serious  nuclear  accident  in 
the  U.S.  within  the  next  20  years,  and  for  a 
number  of  reasons  Pilgrim  and  Yankee 
Rowe  are  prime  candidates  to  have  such  an 
accident. 

Outdated  Designs:  Both  plants  have  out¬ 
dated  safety  designs  and  inadequate  radia¬ 
tion  containment  structures.  Pilgrim’s  con¬ 
tainment  is  so  bad  that  one  senior  NRC  of¬ 
ficial  said  it  has  a  90  percent  chance  of 
failure  in  an  accident.  The  28-year  old 
Yankee  Rowe  reactor  was  built  without  any 
concrete  containment  structure  at  all. 

Aging  Problems:  Both  plants  have  age- 
related  problems  including  corrosion,  metal 
fatigue  and  embrittlement.  Similar  pro¬ 
blems  at  nuclear  plants  across  the  country 
led  NRC  commissioner  Kenneth  Rogers  to 
say  that  age-related  problems  represent  a 
“loaded  gun,  an  accident  waiting  to  hap¬ 
pen.” 

Poor  Management:  Two  years  ago,  the 
NRC  called  Pilgrim  one  of  the  worst  manag¬ 
ed  plants  in  the  country  and  the  agency’s 
most  recent  report  on  Pilgrim  management 
found  little  improvement.  Yankee  Rowe’s 
most  recent  NRC  management  report  was 
its  worst  in  eight  years. 

Inadequate  Evacuation  Plans:  Pilgrim’s 
evacuation  plans  are  so  bad  that  Governor 
Dukakis  and  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  have  withdrawn  their 
support  for  them.  The  plans  do  not  provide 
for  the  elderly,  the  disabled  and  anyone  liv¬ 
ing  more  than  10  miles  from  the  plant. 

Radioactive  Waste:  Both  plants  are  runn¬ 
ing  out  of  room  to  store  their  nuclear  waste. 
The  federal  government  will  not  open  its 


nuclear  waste  repository  until  at  least  2003 
and  all  the  waste  now  generated  by  these 
plants  is  stored  in  pools  of  circulating  water 
at  the  plant  sites.  With  550  tons  already 
stored  on-site,  both  plants  will  reach  capaci¬ 
ty  in  the  early  1990s. 

Economic  Burdens:  Combined,  Pilgrim 
and  Yankee  Rowe  provide  less  than  four 
percent  of  the  region’s  electricity.  This 
power  could  easily  be  replaced  many  times 
over  by  purchasing  power  from  other 
utilities,  investing  in  cogeneration  and 
renewable  energy  facilities  and  improving 
energy  efficiency.  Together  these  options 
can  provide  20  times  more  power  than  the 
nuclear  plants. 

Boston  Edison  recently  announced  that 
neighboring  utilities  have  offered  to  sell 
them  enough  power  to  replace  Pilgrim  and 
Yankee  Rowe  immediately.  This  power 
would  cost  about  $350,000  per  day,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  $900,000  per  day  that  it  now 
costs  to  operate  Pilgrim  and  Yankee  Rowe. 

Question  4  is  Necessary:  Despite  the  clear 
reasons  to  close  Pilgrim  and  Yankee  Rowe, 
the  politicians  and  bureaucrats  responsible 
for  protecting  us  have  failed  to  do  so.  When 
push  comes  to  shove,  they  have  always  sided 
with  the  utilities.  We  can  no  longer  wait  for 
the  so-called  experts  to  wake  up  to  the  facts. 
After  more  than  a  decade  of  persistent 
citizen  action  against  these  plants,  the  in¬ 
itiative  process  is  our  only  realistic  option. 
It’s  our  lives,  it’s  our  money,  and  on 
November  8  it  will  be  our  choice  in 
Massachusetts.  Vote  Yes  on  Question  4. 

You  can  help  the  campaign  win  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  contribution  and/or  volunteering. 
Contact  Massachusetts  Citizens  for  Safe 
Energy,  37  Temple  PI.,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 , 
(617)  426-5556. 

Joseph  Kriesberg  is  the  Research  Director 
at  Mass.  Citizens  for  Safe  Energy. 

‘‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


“The  Nation”  responds  to 
criticisms 

Dear  GCN: 

Since  Scott  Tucker’s  letter  to  The  Nation 
(printed  in  GCN  Sept  4-10,  1988)  arrived 
here  several  weeks  too  late  to  be  included  in 
our  exchange  about  Robert  Sherrill’s  review 
of  the  Roy  Cohn  biographies,  we  have  in¬ 
vited  him  to  propose  an  article  for  The  Na¬ 
tion  about  homophobia  on  the  left  and  to 
continue  the  discussion  there.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  his  letter  in  GCN  deserves  a  response. 
Mr.  Tucker  asks  that  the  editors  of  The  Na¬ 
tion  “clarify  their  own  ethics  and  politics  in 
publishing  Sherrill’s  views.”  As  the  editor 
responsible  for  the  piece  I  should  try  to  do 
that,  especially  since  there  were  other  people 
here  who  opposed  my  running  it. 

First  a  little  background  information. 
Robert  Sherrill  is  a  contributing  editor  to 
this  magazine;  he  has  written  for  it  since  the 
1950s  and  his  record  of  defending  victims  of 
many  sorts  against  oppressors  of  many  sorts 
both  in  these  pages  and  elsewhereis,  in  my 
view,  unmatched  in  U.S.  journalism.  This  is 
not  to  excuse  homophobia  but  simply  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  to  an  editor,  this  editor  anyway, 
all  writers  are  not  equal  on  the  page.  In  my 
initial  struggle  with  this  piece,  I  began  with  a 
presumption  in  favor  of  Sherrill  which  I 
would  not  have  extended  to  another  writer. 
There  is  also  the  matter  of  Sherrill’s  style 
and  tone,  which  have  always  operated  on 
the  edge  and  according  to  no  rules  except  his 
own.  Those  are  the  qualities  that  make  his 
work  fresh  and  unlike  anyone  else’s;  they 
are  also  the  qualities  that  frequently  give  of¬ 
fense. 

As  to  the  piece  itself,  you  can  be  sure  that 
I  was  aware  of  what  was  offensive  in  it.  You 


can  also  be  sure  that  we  struggled  over  those 
passages.  Bob  denied  their  homophobia.  I 
disagreed  with  him.  So  why  did  I  publish  it? 
I  did  so  because  I  recognized  the  review  as 
the  first  really  tough  indictment  not  just  of 
Cohn,  but  of  everyone  from  Murray  Kemp- 
ton  to  Alan  Dershowitz  who  conspired  in 
Cohn’s  celebrity  and  his  abuses  of  power. 
By  the  time  Sherrill  did  his  article,  most  of 
the  reviews  of  the  two  Cohn  books  were  out. 
Take  a  look  at  them  —  they  are  almost  all 
weak  and  cowardly.  And  so  the  piece  ran.  I 
now  think,  and  the  exchange  of  letters  has 
been  pivotal  in  my  attitude,  that  all  of  the 
greatness  of  Sherrill’s  writing  about  Cohn 
does  not  outweigh  the  bigotry  unleased  in 
his  attack  on  the  man’s  sexuality. 

Elizabeth  Pochoda 
Literary  Editor,  The  Nation 
New  York,  N.Y. 

P.S.  Just  for  the  record,  Scott  Tucker  is 
quite  wrong  to  suggest  that  Sherrill  would 
shrink  from  finding  “poetic  justice”  in  a 
right-wing  Jew’s  death  from  Tay  Sachs 
disease  (assuming  for  a  moment  that  some¬ 
one  with  Tay  Sachs  could  survive  infancy) 
or  a  right-wing  black’s  from  sickle-cell 
anemia.  Tucker  may  find  the  ascription  of 
irony  to  anyone’s  death  cruel,  as  I  do,  but  I 
can  assure  him  that  Sherrill’s  “poetic 
justice”  is  even-handed.  A  Jew-hating  Jew 
or  a  black-hating  black  who  persecuted  his 
or  her  own  people  would  have  received  the 
same  treatment.  If  you  think  he  is  any  easier 
on  heterosexual  criminals,  I  refer  you  to  his 
famous  article  on  Teddy  Kennedy  and 
Chappaquiddick  in  the  New  York  Times 
Magazine. 
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Anti-abortionists 

Continued  from  page  I 

anti-abortion  movement;  their  goal  is  to  in¬ 
timidate  —  to  force  clinics  to  shut  down,  de¬ 
nying  women  needed  services. 

“On  Oct.  3,  1977,  Rosie  Jimenez  died  of  a 
back  alley  abortion.  Her  death  could  have 
been  avoided;  but  federal  funding  for  legal, 
safe  abortions  had  been  denied  by  the  Hyde 
Amendment.  We  are  here  to  commemorate 
the  death  of  Rosie  Jimenez  and  of  other 
women  whose  lives  have  been  cut  short  by 
the  violent  attacks  of  the  right  wing  against  a 
women’s  right  to  choose  an  abortion.” 

Feminist  organizers  said  they  chose 
Beacon  Street  as  the  site  for  “Stand  Up  for 
Choice”  because  several  abortion  clinics  are 
located  along  the  street.  They  said  they 
believe  Operation  Rescue  may  attempt  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  abortion  services  at  those 
clinics,  though  other  clinics  and  doctor’s  of¬ 
fices  in  the  metro  area  may  also  be  bom¬ 
barded.  Beacon  Street  was  also  selected 
because  Brookline  is  the  home  town  of  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis,  the  “pro-choice” 
Democratic  presidential  nominee. 
Organizers  said  they  thought  Operation 
Rescue  would  attempt  to  embarrass 
Dukakis  by  protesting  on  his  home  turf, 
although  the  specific  sites  of  the  anti¬ 
abortionists’  actions  are  unknown. 

As  in  previous  actions  conducted  by 
Operation  Rescue,  the  specifics  of  the 
Boston  protests  are  being  kept  secret,  even 
from  participants.  The  standard  strategy 
involves  gathering  anti-abortionists 
at  a  meeting  place  and  transports  them  en 
masse  to  an  abortion  clinic  chosen  by  group 
leaders.  The  secrecy  tactic  requires  all  clinics 
in  the  area  to  be  prepared  for  an  action, 
thereby  diffusing  the  possibility  of  organiz¬ 
ed  counter-protests. 

In  addition  to  “Stand  Up  for  Choice” 
and  the  CRF-sponsored  demonstration, 
abortion  rights  advocates  are  planning  to 
distribute  information  about  reproductive 
rights  issues  throughout  the  city  on  both 
Oct.  22  and  Oct.  29.  Plus,  Beacon  Street  will 
be  lined  with  purple  ribbons,  a  symbol  of 
women’s  right  to  abortion.  Supporters  will 
also  wear  purple  ribbons  to  “draw  attention 
to  the  intrusion  into  our  community  of 
Operation  Rescue,”  according  to  a 
spokesperson  from  Mass  Choice. 

In  a  further  attempt  to  weaken  the  impact 
of  “Operation  Rescue,”  the  Planned  Paren¬ 
thood  League  of  Massachusetts  and  several 
abortion  clinics  filed  suit  in  U.S.  District 
Court  on  Oct.  18,  seeking  restrictions 
against  the  anti-abortion  demonstrators. 
The  suit  requests  that  the  court  impose 
limitations  on  the  size  and  noise  level  of  the 
Operation  Rescue  protests.  The  lawsuit  also 
asks  that  demonstrators  be  required  to  re¬ 
main  at  least  25  feet  from  clinic  entrances, 
and  that  only  two  protesters  be  allowed  to 
talk  to  women  entering  a  clinic.  A  decision 
on  the  suit  is  expected  before  Oct.  22. 

In  Atlanta,  over  1,200  anti-abortion 
demonstrators  have  been  arrested  since  July 
for  trespassing  and  disorderly  conduct  in 
connection  with  Operation  Rescue  protests. 
Large-scale,  nationally  organized 
demonstrations  by  the  group  have  also  been 
conducted  during  the  last  few  months  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  Operation 
Rescue  ha5  encouraged  abortion  foes  across 
the  country  to  stage  demos  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  cities.  The  Boston  actions  are  being 
planned  by  local  anti-abortionists  with  the 
participation  of  national  leaders,  according 
to  Bill  Cotter,  a  spokesperson  for  Mass. 
Citizens  for  Life  and  member  of  the  “Pro- 
Life  Action  Network.” 

Cotter  told  GCN  that  some  Operation 
Rescue  protesters  expect  to  be  arrested  dur¬ 
ing  the  Boston  demonstrations.  “People 
have  committed  themselves  to 
non-violence,”  he  said,  “and  we  do  not 
shout.  But  we  are  going  to  blockade  the  en¬ 
trances  to  abortion  chambers  and  try  to  talk 
to  people,  offer  them  alternatives  to  abor¬ 
tion.  We  know  what  we’re  doing  is  right.... 
We  have  to  put  our  money  where  our  mouth 
is  and  be  willing  to  pay  the  price  [of  getting 
arrested].” 

Cotter  said  he  could  not  specify  how 
many  Operation  Rescue  protesters  would 
demonstrate  in  Boston,  though  Brookline 
and  Boston  police  said  they  anticipate  up  to 
500  anti-abortion  demonstrators  in  town  on 
Oct.  22  and  Oct.  29.  Newsom  said  the  Plan¬ 
ned  Parenthood  is  organizing  to  provide  ad¬ 
ditional  staff  for  clinics  and  doctor’s  offices 
during  the  demos.  Escorts  will  be  on  hand, 
Newsom  explained,  to  assist  women  arriving 
to  use  clinic  services. 

For  further  information  about  the  Oct.  29 
“Stand  Up  for  Choice”  abortion  rights  ac¬ 


tion,  call  Boston  NOW  at  (617)  782-1056. 
To  find  out  more  about  the  demonstration 
scheduled  for  later  the  same  day,  cal! 
Stephanie  at  (617)  426-4469.  □ 

Graham 

Continued  from  page  3 

out  the  gay  vote  for  Graham.  The  group  will 
be  distributing  leaflets,  making  phone  calls 
and  assisting  at  Graham’s  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  in  Central  Square. 

Thompson,  Graham’s  opponent,  is  a 
former  assistant  to  the  city  manager  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  has  also  come  out  in  support  of 
lesbian/gay  rights.  He  is  backed  by 
Rosemary  White,  a  lesbian  on  the 
GBL/GPA  steering  committee  who  said  she 
believes  Thompson  will  be  more  active  in  the 
House  than  Graham. 

According  to  White,  a  Cambridge  resi¬ 
dent,  most  of  Graham’s  outspoken  lesbian 
and  gay  support  comes  from  Boston 
residents  who  are  less  familiar  with  Cam¬ 
bridge  politics.  She  pointed  out 
Thompson’s  willingness  to  release  his  tax 
returns  and  list  of  contributors  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  his  forthright  and  progressive- 
minded  campaign.  White’s  sentiments  were 
supported  by  Joe  Beckmann,  a  gay  former 
aide  to  Rep.  Elaine  Noble  and  founder  of 
the  first  Cambridge  lesbian/gay  caucus. 

“We  don’t  trust  Saundra  anymore,” 
Beckmann  said.  “She  doesn’t  follow  up  —  a 
lot  of  Cambridge  organizations  have  gone 
broke  under  her.  Thompson  will  be  more 
responsive  to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  He  can 
make  a  difference.” 

But  according  to  Lipkin,  Thompson  has 
only  expressed  support  for  lesbian  and  gay 
issues  in  order  to  win  votes.  “Thompson  is 
opportunistic,”  Lipkin  said.  “He’s  a  fake. 
He’s  just  trying  to  make  himself  palatable  to 
gay  people  during  the  campaign.” 

Scully  added  that  prior  to  the  September 
primary  election,  Thompson  never  filled  out 
the  lesbian/gay  issues  questionnaire  or 
publicly  offered  his  support.  “As  a  board 
member  of  the  Alliance  [GBL/GPA],” 
Scully  said,  “I’m  annoyed  that  Thompson 
claims  any  support  for  our  issues.  He  never 
put  himself  in  a  public  position,  he  never 
agreed  to  a  debate.  Doesn’t  he  take  the 
Alliance  seriously  enough  to  return  our 
questionnaire?  It’s  symptomatic  of  our 
basic  fear  —  he  just  doesn’t  have  any  in¬ 
terest  in  our  issues.” 

Along  with  lesbian  and  gay  community 
support,  Graham  has  also  received  the  en¬ 
dorsements  of  Cambridge  Mayor  Alfred 
Vellucci,  several  city  councilors,  women’s 
and  labor  organizations,  and  other  pro¬ 
gressives.  Stated  Ellen  Convisser,  president 
of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
“Graham’s  record  speaks  of  her  unflagging 
support  of  a  feminist  agenda  and  of  her 
commitment  to  social  justice.  She  has  led 
the  fight  against  discrimination  and  has 
worked  tirelessly  for  affordable  housing, 
child  care  and  pay  equity.” 

Indeed,  Graham  has  consistently 
demonstrated  support  for  civil  rights  and 
women’s  rights,  and  has  been  a  strong 
leader  on  issues  such  as  child  care,  affor¬ 
dable  housing  and  tenants’  rights.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Graham,  who  has  also  served  as  a 
Cambridge  city  councilor  for  the  past  17 
years,  her  involvement  in  Cambridge 
politics  began  20  years  ago  when  she 
organized  to  fight  the  expansion  of  Harvard 
University,  which  threatened  to  encroach  on 
community  housing.  She  has  remained  a 
strong  advocate  for  rent  control  throughout 
her  tenure  in  elected  office. 

In  fact,  some  political  observers  claim  the 
current  challenge  by  Thompson,  who  has 
thrice  been  defeated  by  Graham  in  previous 
House  races,  centers  on  the  issue  of  rent 
control.  Graham  backers  say  that  Thomp¬ 
son’s  campaign  is  based  on  his  anti-rent  con¬ 
trol  stance.  White  and  Beckmann  disagree, 
claiming  that  Thompson  is  fully  accoun¬ 
table  to  his  stated  pro-rent  control  position. 

“I  think  this  [the  Thompson  challenge]  is 
all  about  economics,  between  the  haves  and 
the  have-nots,”  Graham  told  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Chronicle  in  an  interview  last  month. 
“It  comes  down  to  the  issue  between  pro¬ 
rent  control  and  anti-rent  control.” 

According  to  Michael  Albano,  Graham’s 
press  secretary,  the  election  results  in  the 
28th  Middlesex  hinge  on  educating  voters 
about  how  to  vote  for  Graham  by  sticker  or 
write-in.  Since  Thompson  will  be  the  only 
candidate  with  his  name  on  the  ballot  (there 
is  no  Republican  challenger),  voters  for 
Graham  must  write-in  her  name  or  attach  a 
sticker  with  hdr  name  on  it  to  the  ballot. 
“Stick,  don’t  punch,”  urge  Graham  cam¬ 
paign  staffers.  □ 
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You 


May  Have 
BHA  Housing 
Opportunities 


You  may  have  certain  rights  and  be  entitled  to  certain  benefits,  including 
but  not  limited  to,  priority  housing  (or  transfer)  to  a  Boston  Housing  Author¬ 
ity  ("BHA")  development, 


IF: 


1  DISCOURAGED  APPLICANTS:  if  you  believe  that  you  were  dis¬ 
couraged  by  the  BHA  or  any  of  its  employees  from  applying  between  July  15, 
1982  and  June  14, 1988  for  a  unit  at  a  public  housing  development  WHERE 
YOUR  RACE  WAS  IN  THE  MINORITY,  you  may  have  certain  rights  and  be 
entitled  to  certain  benefits,  even  if  you  have  received  housing.  However,  in  order 
to  qualify  you  must  fill  out  a  claim  form  and  submit  it  to  the  American  Arbitration 
Association  (AAA).  YOUR  CLAIM  FORM  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  AAA  NO 
LATER  THAN  5  P.M.,  OR  POSTMARKED  NO  LATER  THAN  MIDNIGHT  ON 
JANUARY  9, 1989,  OR  YOU  WILL  LOSE  RIGHTS  OR  BENEFITS  THAT  YOU 
MAY  HAVE  BEEN  ENTITLED  TO  AND  YOU  MAY  LOSE  THE  RIGHT  TO  HAVE 
YOUR  CLAIM  CONSIDERED. 

For  more  information,  and  to  obtain  a  claim  form,  contact 
AAA  at: 

American  Arbitration  Association,  230  Congress  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110,  Atten¬ 
tion:  Christine  Newhall,  Telephone:  451  -6600. 

2  WITHDRAWN  APPLICANTS:  The  BHA  is  seeking  minority  appli¬ 
cants  who  applied  for  housing  between  October  31 , 1 978  and  October  1 , 1 983  at 
the  Charlestown,  Old  Colony,  and/or  Mary  Ellen  McCormack  Developments  and 
whose  applications  were  withdrawn.  If  you  are  an  applicant  whose  application 
was  withdrawn  and  you  did  not  receive  a  letter  regarding  a  possible  right  to  prior¬ 
ity  housing,  you  should  contact  the  BHA.  Please  call  the  BHA  at  482-6207  as 
soon  as  possible  AND  IN  NO  EVENT  LATER  THAN  JANUARY  9, 1 989,  to  find 
out  if  your  name  is  on  the  list  of  withdrawn  applicants. 

More  information  about  those  opportunities  may  be  obtained 
from: 

Lawyer  s  Committee  For  Civil  Rights  Under  The  Law  (617)  482-1145  and 
The  Boston  Housing  Authority  (617)  482-6207. 
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FolkTree  ConcertMakers  present... 

SWEET HONEY 
IN  THE  ROCK 


*  ^  jjS** 


CHERYL  WHEELER 
ELLEN  McILWAINE 

Sunday  October  30th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  ^ 

3  &  8  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


QUEEN  IDA 

&  HER  CAJUN  ZYDECO  BAND 


CASSELBERRY-DUPREE 
DIANNE  DAVIDSON 
PATSY  MONTANA 

Saturday  November  5th 
Berklee  Performance  Center  * 

5  &  9  PM  $16.50  &  $14.50  reserved 


A  night  of  warmth  and  fine  music 
with 

BARBARA 
HIGBIE 

and  JOHN 
McCUTCHEON 

Saturday  December  3rd 
Arlington  Town  Hall 

6  &  9  PM  $15  general  admission 

Berklee  Box  Office,  Out-of-Town  Tickets 
in  Harvard  Square,  Sandy’s  Music  in 
Cambridge,  Wood  &  Strings  Music  in 
Arlington,  all  Strawberries  and  Ticketron 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 
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You’ve  Lost  Yourself 

when  the  magic  of  love 
becomes  suffocating. . .  when 
you  live  only  for  your  partner 
. .  .when  yqu  have  no  need 
for  privacy  and  indepen¬ 
dence...  when  you  forget 
who  you  used  to  be. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


JA  JA 


TRIANGLE  THEATER  PRESENTS 


By  Charles  Ludlum 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  IRMA  VEP 

Directed  By  Steve  O'Donnell 

OCTOBER  20,  21,  22,  23,  27,  28,  29,  30 
AND  NOVEMBER  3,  4,  5,  6,  10,  11,  12 


58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8:00  p.m.  Sunday  6:00  p.m. 

For  Tickets  and  more 
Information  Call  426-3550 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


VE Ry  Fi/tlNy  y OU  KfW  WHAT 
I  /AEAlT  'COniNGOVr’45  tbl 
TELL/M6  PtoPi-E  you’RC  A 


TH ATS  WHy  I7A  HAVING 
A  TY.'  W£  Li  AU-  BE 

there  to  Support 

ea:h  other  aftep 

W£VE  told  WHOEVER 
WE  'RE  GOWA  TELL! 
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AIDS  bill 

Continued  from  page  I 

which  conduct  clinical  trials  of  promising 
AIDS  treatments  in  conjunction  with  PWAs 
and  their  physicians. 

Stephen  Beck,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  of  People  with  AIDS 
(NAPWA),  told  GCNthat  many  of  the  bill’s 
provisions  represent  a  new  trend  in  AIDS 
legislation  toward  supporting  community- 
based  service  provision  and  health  care  ef¬ 
forts.  He  said  that  home  care  allows  PWAs 
more  personal  care  and  is  more  cost- 
effective  than  hospital  care.  He  also  said 
“demonstration  projects,”  which  allow 
communities  to  set  up  experimental  health 
care  models  based  on  their  particular  needs, 
are  also  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  “This 
will  help  communities  prepare  to  take  care 
of  PWAs.  With  increasing  case  loads,  there 
will  be  increasing  burdens  on  health  care 
systems.  We  need  new  ways  to  provide 
care,”  said  Beck. 

Tom  Hannon,  executive  director  of  Com¬ 
munity  Research  Initiative  in  New  York, 
also  praised  the  allocation  of  funds  to 
community-based  organizations.  He  said  he 
expects  his  organization  to  receive  a  large 
portion  of  the  $5  million  allocated  for 
community-based  research  programs.  New 
York’s  CRI  is  currently  collecting  data  from 
over  300  experimental  drug  trials  with  “hun¬ 
dreds”  of  participants,  said  Hannon.  “We 
can  do  work  that  no  one  else  is  doing  and  I 
am  glad  we  are  getting  some  recognition  for 
it,”  said  Hannon.  He  added  he  thought  that 
Congress  was  beginning  to  better  under¬ 
stand  what  needs  to  be  done  to  fight  AIDS. 

Hannon  credits  both  the  Presidential 
Commission  on  HIV  and  ACT  NOW  (AIDS 
Coalition  to  Network,  Organize  and  Win) 
for  pressuring  Congress  to  fund  community 
groups.  He  said  several  members  of*  the 
commission  told  him  CRTs  work  represent 
the  “American  way”  because  they  do  not 
wait  for  the  government  to  respond  to  a 
crisis.  The  report  issued  by  the  commission 
in  July  called  for  federal  support  of  CRIs. 

According  to  Hannon,  ACT  NOW,  a  na¬ 
tional  network  of  AIDS  activist  groups,  has 
glso  made  the  point  to  Congress  that  the 
AIDS  crisis  calls  for  more  than  “business  as 
usual.  They  have  demanded  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  stop  dragging  its  feet.  They  have  made 
it  clear  this  is  a  special  climate  that  demands 
a  special  response  The  government  is  now 
much  less  likely  >  '  l  .’.k  ;•  month  to  get  back 


to  us.”  He  said  that  although  New  York’s 
CRI  is  a  non-political  organization,  it  shares 
a  similar  “philosophy”  with  ACT  NOW  — 
“keeping  people  alive.”  □  filed  from  Boston 

Oprah 

Continued  from  back  page 
asked  for  a  volunteer  from  the  audience  to 
have  her  makeup  removed,  audience 
members  gave  him  an  incredulous  look  of 
horror.  Then  when  a  woman  actually  had 
hers  removed  and  she  didn’t  look  like  she 
was  from  Mars,  they  protested  that  she 
wasn’t  the  type  who  really  needs  makeup. 

There  were  a  few  supporters  in  the  au¬ 
dience,  including  a  53-year-old  woman  who 
had  never  worn  makeup  because  she  just 
couldn’t  be  bothered.  Much  to  Ann’s 
dismay,  Phil  talked  this  woman  into  a  quick 
make  over  by  studio  artists.  Of  course  the 
audience,  including  the  woman’s  husband, 
cheered  at  the  new  look.  Also  in  support 
were  two  teenage  women  who  expressed 
their  admiration  for  the  non-makeup 
wearers,  citing  the  pressures  they  feel  to 
wear  makeup. 

But  when  Jennifer,  the  panelist  who  had 
never  worn  makeup,  tried  to  talk  about 
women  being  taught  to  hate  their  bodies,  she 
was  ignored  by  the  audience.  And  when  she 
cited  plastic  surgery,  liposuction  (a  life- 
threatening  operation  designed  for  weight 
loss),  anorexia  and  bulimia,  she  was  rudely 
interrupted  by  Phil.  “These  people  do  not 
have  bulimia  [or]  anorexia,”  he  told  her. 

Phil’s  response  to  Jennifer  symbolizes  the 
main  problem  with  Donahue  and  The 
Oprah  Winfrey  Show,  and  probably  ex¬ 
plains  why  1  feel  so  removed  from  these  pro¬ 
grams  no  matter  who  is  featured.  That  pro¬ 
blem  is  that  the  panelists  are  seen  as 
“others.”  The  studio  and  home  audience 
members  are  the  “normal”  ones  with  not  a 
shred  of  anorexia,  bulimia,  or  homosexuali¬ 
ty  among  them.  The  audience  members  are 
encouraged  to  be  voyeurs,  and  are  rarely 
challenged  to  examine  their  own  sexuality  or 
behaviors.  At  best,  the  shows  may 
sometimes  foster  a  more  liberal  sense  of  the 
world,  in  which  the  audience  recognizes  the 
variety  “out  there.”  At  worst,  audience 
members’  own  sense  of  normality  is  rein¬ 
forced  and  all  those  lesbr  n  nun* 
transvestites,  and  former  drug  ’diets  are 
seen  as  aberrations  —  sickos  a.  j  weirdos 
who  live  on  the  TV  screen  and  other  far-off 
place'..  □ 
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Companeras:  Latina  Les¬ 
bians  (An  anthology) 

Compiled  and  edited  by 
Juanita  Ramos 

Latina  Lesbian  History  Pro¬ 
ject,  NY,  NY,  1987 
$8.95  paper,  265pp. 


By  Vanessa  Nemeth 

Like  many  of  the  women  whose  oral 
histories  appear  in  Companeras ,  1 
prefer  to  “tell”  my  story.  Writing  has 
always  seemed  alien  to  me,  and  as  editor 
Juanita  Ramos  points  out,  we  Latinas  come 
from  a  spoken  history.  So,  this  discussion 
about  the  book  is  based  on  a  taped  conver¬ 
sation. 

The  lesbians  represented  in  it  —  Puertor- 
riqueiias,  Chicanas,  Cubanas,  Chilenas, 
Hondurenas,  Brasileiias,  Colombianas, 
Argentinas,  Peruanas,  and  Nicaraguenses 
—  are  the  people  I  wish  I  had  met  when  I  was 
trying  to  come  out.  They  are  the  friends  I 
wish  I  had  had,  the  women  I  fantasized 
about.  All  together  they  give  me  a  sense  of 
what  a  real  home  would  feel  like,  which  is 
the  main  thing  I’m  striving  for  in  my  life  and 
why  1  relate  to  this  book  so  much.  Com¬ 
paneras  is  really  all  about  making  that 
home,  a  place  where  we  can  take  off  our 
shoes  and  sit  down  under  the  tree. 

In  addition  to  the  oral  histories,  this  col¬ 
lection  includes  poems,  essays,  interviews, 
short  stories  and  art.  Most  of  the  pieces  are 
in  English,  some  are  in  Spanish,  others  are 
in  Spanglish.  As  far  as  1  know,  Companeras 
is  the  first  published  anthology  by  and  for 
Latina  lesbians. 

Finding  Home 

Chilean  writer  Mariana  Romo-Carmona 
says  in  her  introduction  to  the  book,  “As 
Latina  lesbians,  sometimes  we  live  in  a 
suspended  state,  without  a  name,  finding  no 
reflection  of  ourselves.”  This  is  one  of  the 
biggest  issues  in  Companeras  and  describes 
exactly  how  I  often  feel,  “suspended”  bet¬ 
ween  worlds  that  won’t  accept  all  of  me.  I 
never  knew  any  lesbians  in  Puerto  Rico, 
where  1  grew  up  with  a  Black  Puerto  Rican 
mother  and  a  Hungarian  father.  I  wasn’t 
out  because  I  felt  I  would  not  be  a  Latina  if  1 
was  a  dyke,  Mariana  puts  it  this  way:  “Be¬ 
ing  a  lesbian  is  by  definition  an  act  of 
treason  against  our  cultural  values.”  I  par¬ 
ticularly  felt  it  would  be  an  act  of  treason 
because  I  was  involved  for  awhile  in  the  pro¬ 
independence  movement,  where  homosex¬ 
uality  is  seen  as  something  for  the  bourgeoisie, 
this  disease  you  get  from  the  colonizing 
forces. 

So  then  I  came  to  the  U.S.  —  1 1  years  ago 
when  1  was  23  —  and  after  a  year  in  school  in 
upstate  New  York  I  met  my  first  woman 
lover,  Beth.  She  was  white.  At  that  point,  as 
Black  Puertorriquena  Julia  Perez  says  in  her 
oral  history  titled  “I’m  from  Humacao,”  “I 
was  having  fun  being  a  lesbian,  [but]  I  was 
having  a  hard  time  being  Latina.”  That’s 
exactly  how  it  was.  It  was  so  fun  to  be  fuck¬ 
ing  day  in  and  day  out.  At  last,  I  was  a  les¬ 
bian!  I  was  a  lesbian!  I  wanted  to  eat  pussy! 
I  wanted  to  fuck!  Yayay!  Yay!  But  then 
after  awhile,  I  realized  that  I  had  totally 
closed  myself  off  from  the  handful  of 
Latinos  on  campus  who  were  all  my  friends. 
The  minute  I  started  fucking,  I  was  not  part 
of  their  group  anymore.  I  could  say  1 
brought  it  on  myself  because  I  didn’t  talk  to 
them  anymore,  but  they  knew  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on  and  they  didn’t  talk  to  me  either. 

For  a  long  time  after  that,  I  was  really  cut 
off  from  other  Latinos  here.  And,  it’s  just 


Latina  Lesbians 
Making  Room  for 
Ourselves 


the  weirdest  thing  to  go  to  school  everyday, 
to  work  every  day,  out  to  the  moviestand 
there  is  no  one  there  who  could  sit  downjand 
chat  like  you  did  with  your  friends  |ack 
home.  They  are  just  no  way  like  you.  They 
didn’t  grow  up  eating  the  foods  you^te, 
they  didn’t  grow  up  watching  TV  the^vay 
you  did  —  watching  the  mostly  American 
TV  shows  with  Spanish  dubbing  so  thatjyou 
get  used  to  these  mouths  moving  over  jiere 
and  the  words  are  out  of  step.  They  didn’t 
grow  up  seeing  the  really  old  Mexicanjand 
Argentinian  love  movies,  with  the  Mariachis 
going  in  the  background.  It’s  a  lot  of  Ittle 
things.  Like  you  turn  around  a  corner  in 
Puerto  Rico  and  expect  to  find  piragikros 
selling  the  piraguas  —  shaved  ice  —  antis  ou 
pick  a  flavor.  It’s  just  so  different.  Sotien, 
what  I  did  and  what  a  lot  of  us  do  is  try  to  fit 
ourselves  into  what’s  there.  But  it  doesn't 
work. 

My  favorite  quote  in  the  whole  book  is 
from  Chicana  writer  Gloria  Evangelinal\n- 
zaldua,  who  really  sums  up  the  whole  *sue 
of  that  place  to  call  home  in  her  poem  IDel 
otro  lado”  [The  other  side].  “In  all  ||nds 
alien,  nowhere  citizen. /Away,  she  lent 
away/but  each  place  she  went/pushed  her  to 
the  other  side,  al  otro  lado.”  She’s  talking 
about  looking  for  that  magical  place,  where 
no  part  of  you  is  stifled.  It’s  like  the  Premis¬ 
ed  Land,  this  mythical  home  —  Oh, I’m 
home.  But  where  the  hell  is  it  going  tcjbe? 
I’m  always  wondering. 

For  myself,  if  I  can’t  have  Puerto  Rico,  1 
want  a  place  that  at  least  looks  like  home  — 
but  it’s  funny  because  the  thing  thai  I 
remember  about  home  is  the  look  of  old  San 
Juan  and  the  look  of  old  San  Juan  isjrol- 
onial  Spain.  But  the  faces  weren’t  colonial 
Spain  —  the  faces  are  the  brown  faces  of  my  i 
people,  and  the  language  and  the  smells,  the 
plants,  the  color  in  the  sky,  the  rain  —  all 
those  things  that  make  you  feel  like  you’re 
home,  the  sounds  of  the  little  critters  at  | 
night.  But  as  Anzaldua  says,  each  placeshe 
went  pushed  her  to  the  other  side,  and  that  is 
so  true  —  it  makes  me  feel  like  crying. 

It’s  happened  to  me  so  many  times.  For 
example,  I’ve  been  to  gay  meetings  where 
white  gay  people  tried  to  make  me  choose 
gay  stuff  over  the  rest  of  me  and  I  felt  push-  j 
ed  out.  Not  because  I  was  actually  pushed 
out,  but  because  I  felt  so  offended.  So  the 
offense  pushed  me  out.  At  the  moment,  I’m 
working  with  a  group  doing  advocacy  and 
providing  services  for  Latinos,  and  there 
I’m  repressing  my  lesbianism.  Part  of’ me  j 
thinks  it’s  going  to  happen  again,  I’m  going 
to  be  pushed  to  the  other  side.  Hecha  pa’ja, 
chica.  Hecha  pa’ja.  [Move  over  girl.]  So, 
you  know,  there  are  these  different  forces 
out  there  that  never  let  you  plant  your  ass  on 
the  sidewalk. 

A  lot  of  the  stories  in  Companeras  are 
variations  on  this  same  kind  of  thing.  For 
example,  there’s  an  oral  history  by  Tiana 
Arruda,  who  is  “carioca,”  born  and  raised 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  now  living  in  the  U.S.  In 
“How  Can  I  Live  a  Life  of  Lies?”  she  says, 

I  always  feel  like  I’m  a  person  split  into 
segments.  When  I’m  here  [in  the  U.S]  I  live 
one  segment  only,  when  I’m  there  [in 
Brazil] ,  I  live  another.  I  want  to  be  a  whole 
person,  but  I  have  not  found  the  way  to  do 
that  yet.  I  fantasize  about  living  in  Brazil, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  am  afraid  of  what  I 
would  have  to  do  to  survive  as  a  lesbian. 

Then  there’s  another  story  on  the  same 
theme  called  “Me  siento  marginada.”  [Ifeel 
marginalized.]  It’s  an  oral  history  by  a  Peru¬ 
vian  woman,  and  good  for  her,  she  s  going 
back  to  Peru.  Lucrecia  says,  and  I’m 
translating, 


It’s  really  hard  for  me  to  maintain  my 
culture  (in  the  U.S.].  I  am  going  to  go  back 
to  Peru  in  a  month  and  check  out  the  situa¬ 
tion.  It  might  be  hard,  but  I  think  I  prefer 
to  go  and  deal  with  my  own  people  and  my 
culture,  while  I  maintain  my  position  of 
leftist  lesbian. 


While  she  lived  here  she  worked  on  the 
struggles  of  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador  and 
then  she  started  thinking,  but  what  about 
Peru?  —  when  is  all  of  this  going  to  move 
down  to  South  America?  She  doesn’t  want 
to  wait,  she  wants  to  go  deal  with  it  now. 

Avotcja,  who  was  raised  in  Spanish 
Harlem,  also  deals  with  trying  to  be  whole  in 
her  oral  history  called  “What  they  see  is 
what  they  get”: 

I’m  not  only  a  lesbian,  but  also  a  Rican 
w  ho  happens  to  be  a  Black  woman.  If  they 
w  ant  me,  they  have  to  take  all  of  me.  What 
they  see  is  what  they  get!  They  can’t  make 
me  up  and  chop  me  into  whatever.  I’m  not 
a  piece  of  material. 

A  story  that  is  the  opposite  of  my  ex¬ 
perience,  but  also  talks  about  being  all  the 
parts  of  who  you  are  is  “Bayamon, 
Brooklyn  y  Yo.”  It’s  by  Juanita  Ramos, 
who  is  a  Black  Puerto  Rican.  She  was  born 
on  the  island  and  came  here  when  she  was 


Vanessa  and  Mita  (her  grandmother)  in  Mayaguez, 
Puerto  Rico,  1978 


eight  years  old.  But  then  she  went  back  to 
Puerto  Rico  to  visit  and  it  was  there  that  she 
met  lesbians.  She  says  “Puerto  Rico  was  the 
only  place  I  had  gotten  to  know  any  lesbians 
and  so  I  moved  there  full  of  hopes  and 
dreams.”  When  I  read  this  I  was  thinking, 
where  were  you,  who  did  you  meet,  how  did 
you  do  that,  how  come  1  didn’t  see  you?  1 
was  so  isolated,  I  didn’t  have  the  foggiest 
idea  what  a  lesbian  looked  like.  And  here 
was  this  woman  right  there,  we  probably 
walked  by  each  other  and  I  didn’t  know  it. 

She  was  involved  in  political  stuff  in  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  too.  And  here  we  have  a  lot  in  com¬ 
mon.  She  says, 

The  more  I  identified  as  a  radical,  the 
more  I  felt  alienated  from  myself  as  a  les¬ 
bian.  The  Cuban  Revolution,  which  at  the 
time  was  the  model  of  all  Latin  American 
revolutionaries  in  ‘good  standing’  said 
that  people  like  me  were  bourgeois 
counter-revolutionaries.  The  Puerto 
Rican  male-dominated  left. ..told  me  that  I 
was  sick  for  being  a  ‘homosexual. ’...Yet, 
the  Puerto  Rican  left  was  the  only  place  I 
knew  where  I  could  turn  to  for  support  as 
a  Puerto  Rican. 

Though  I  was  barely  aware  of  the  grow¬ 
ing  Feminist  Movement,  I  felt  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Left  prejudice  towards  feminism; 
that  it  was  a  white  middle-class  women’s 
movement  which  divided  the  struggle  of 
the  masses  along  gender  lines.  I  felt  Puerto 
Ricans  could  not  afford  one  more  division 
in  our  struggle  for  national  liberation. 

I  heard  the  same  line  about  gay  issues  and 
my  feelings  about  feminism  were  very 
similar  to  Juanita’s.  At  the  same  time,  I  used 
to  go  bullshit  about  the  way  the  men  in  the 
movement  treated  the  women.  I  remember 
once  when  a  woman  friend  of  mine  went  to  a 
meeting  on  a  Saturday.  The  guys  start  talk¬ 
ing  and  then  they  quickly  dispatch  the 
women  to  make  some  arroz  con  polio  for 
lunch.  Afterwards,  my  friend  told  me,  “We 
went  to  the  kitchen  and  made  arroz  con 
polio  and  the  pendejos  [jerks)  were  out  there 
scratching  their  balls  and  talking  politics.” 
But  it  kind  of  struck  her  afterwards.  We 
were  becoming  aware  of  sexism,  but  we 
weren’t  aware  of  the  feminist  movement. 

Another  story  that  talks  about  the  left  in 
Puerto  Rico  and  its  attitude  toward  queers  is 
“Tenemos  que  bregar”  [We  have  to  deal). 
It’s  by  Esther,  a  Black  Puerto  Rican  born 
and  raised  on  the  island  who  now  lives  in 
New  York.  She  was  involved  in  a  feminist 
group  with  lesbians  in  it  in  Puerto  Rico;  its 
main  thing  was  to  fight  for  free  love  and 
against  the  oppression  of  women  and  of  the 
poor  and  working  classes.  She  says  that  the 
left  movement  leaders  tend  to  think  that  el 
pueblo  aren’t  going  to  accept  queers,  so  they 
can’t  risk  fighting  for  gay  rights  because 
they  are  going  to  alienate  the  people  they 
want  to  have  in  the  party.  But  Esther  says 
she  lived  for  awhile  in  the  cantera,  which  is  a 
very  poor  barrio  in  Puerto  Rico  and  there 
people  had  no  trouble  socializing  with  the 
transvestites  who  used  to  come  out  at  night 


to  do  their  ronda  —  cruising.  So  maybe  it’s 
the  movement  leaders  who  have  the  problem 
after  all,  not  el  pueblo. 

Racism  Where  You  Live 

Racism  in  families  is  another  issue  that 
has  to  do  with  not  feeling  home  any  place.  A 
number  of  women  in  Companeras  talk 
about  it  and  I’ve  experienced  it  in  my  own 
family.  Avotcja  says, 

We  lived  in  a  continuous  race  war.  All  the 
racial  stereotypes  were  played  out  at 
home.  You  know,  the  darker  you  were  the 
more  stupid  you  were  supposed  to  be,  the 
more  violent,  the  louder.  And  of  course, 
you  were  supposed  to  grow  up  and  marry 
the  lightest  person  you  could  find  so  that 
you  would  “improve  the  race.” 

That  is  exactly  what  happened  to  my  mom. 
She  was  the  darkest,  the  oldest  and  she  also 
committed  this  sin  of  not  being  born  a  boy, 
so  she  was  abused  and  she  didn’t  get  to  go  to 
college.  She  was  the  darkest  one  and  her 
family  shat  on  her.  My  aunt,  who  was  the 
lightest,  and  the  youngest,  was  sent  to 
Catholic  school;  she  got  an  education  and 
my  mother  was  never  able  to  be  what  she 
wanted  to  be.  Mostly  it  was  because  of  col¬ 
or. 

Julia  Perez  talks  about  racism  from  her 
white  lover.  Julia  was  involved  with  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  teachers  and 
students  during  the  ’60s.  She  says  her  lover 
“couldn’t  understand  what  I  was  doing.  She 
was  from  the  Midwest  and  she  had  her  own 
little  brand  of  racism.  She  wanted  to  know 
why  I  was  with  those  Black  people.”  On 
both  sides  of  my  own  family  I’ve  heard  peo¬ 
ple  talk  about  shades  of  color  and  those  peo¬ 
ple.  There  are  good  Black  people  and  then 
there  are  those  Black  people.  Usually,  it  has 
to  do  with  the  fact  that  they’re  poor,  or 
slightly  darker  than  other  Black  people,  and 
being  more  poor,  they  might  be  less 
educated. 

Another  story  I  can  really  relate  to  and 
that  deals  with  racism  in  your  family  is  call¬ 
ed  “I  had  a  Choice.”  It’s  by  Pat  Lichty- 
Uribe  —  she  has  a  Mexican  mother  and  a 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  father  who  comes  from 
a  working  class  family.  My  father  comes 
from  a  working  class  or  actually  poor 
Hungarian  family  from  New  Jersey  and  as  I 
said  earlier  my  mother  is  Black  and  Puerto 
Rican.  She  also  came  from  a  poor  family. 
Pat  talks  about  becoming  conscious  of  the 
racism  of  her  father’s  family  toward  her 
mother  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  and  I 
know  exactly  what  she’s  talking  about.  It’s 
something  that  can  totally  fuck  you  up 
because  you  could  end  up  taking  sides.  At 
least  I  was  already  in  college  when  my 
father’s  family  started  pulling  stuff  and  by 
that  time  I  knew  exactly  where  they  were 
coming  from.  Actually,  it  still  messed  me  up 
—  because  it  wasn’t  like  I  fought  back.  I 
didn’t  say,  “Oh  yeah,  you’re  right”  either;  I 
just  let  them  hurt  me. 

I  remember  one  time  in  particular  when  I 
was  watching  the  news  with  my  Hungarian 
relatives  in  New  Jersey  and  there  was 
something  about  some  fights  or  shoot-out  in 
the  Bronx,  in  the  Puerto  Rican  section  in 
New  York,  in  el  barrio.  My  aunt  and  uncle 
said  something  like  “The  goddamn  spies  are 
wrecking  the  city.”  And  there  I  am,  fresh 
from  Puerto  Rico,  just  a  couple  of  months 
in  this  country.  I  couldn’t  talk,  I  didn’t 
know  what  to  say.  Here  I  am  staying  with 
these  people  who  on  the  one  side  are  putting 
money  in  my  pocket,  supposedly  trying  to 
help  me  out  with  college,  but  the  message  is 
“Here,  take  this  money,  but  let  us  shit  on 
you  first.” 

Poverty  and  Violence 

A  lot  of  the  stories  in  Companeras  talk 
about  poverty.  And  they  have  to  do  with  the 
history  of  so  many  people,  including  my 
parents’.  For  example,  Julia  P6rez  says, 

When  my  mother  married  my  stepfather 
she  brought  the  other  kids  from  Puerto 
Rico,  and  we  went  to  live  in  Prospect  St. 

[in  New  York]  in  one  room.  We  were  real¬ 
ly,  really  poor. ..I  mean,  I  went  hungry  a 
lot.  My  stepfather  would  go  and  sell  blood 
so  we  could  eat.  And  sometimes  when  my 
mother  didn’t  have  anything  to  feed  us  she 
would  make  maicena,  corn  starch,  but  she 
would  make  it  without  the  milk  so  that  all 
you  had  was  starch.  I  remember  seeing  my 
mother  sit  down  on  the  bed  and  cry 
because  that  was  all  we  had  to  eat. 

My  family  wasn’t  quite  that  poor  —  but 
this  story  touches  on  how  people  think 
they’re  going  to  make  a  better  life  in  the 
U.S.  Julia’s  parents  didn’t  find  much  when 
they  came  here  and  neither  did  my  parents. 
You  find  a  lot  of  shit  is  what  you  find.  My 
father  stayed  for  awhile  and  my  mother 
went  back  and  that  just  added  to  her 
humiliation.  They  couldn’t  find  a  home  in 
the  U.S.  because  he  was  white  and  she  was 
Black  —  and  there  was  no  room  for  them 
here.  There  wasn’t  a  single  house  they  could 
find  in  all  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

“1  am  the  Lost  Daughter  of  My  Mama’s 


Mariana  Romo-Carmona 


House”  and  “Notes  on  Oppression  and 
Violence”  are  other  pieces  about  poverty 
and  about  racism,  and  about  violence. 
They’re  by  Aleticia  Tijerina,  who  is  part 
Chicana  and  part  Native  American.  Her 
family  was  really  poor  and  when  she  was 
three  years  old  her  father  tried  to  kill  her.  So 
then  the  police  took  her  away.  They  basical¬ 
ly  ripped  her  away  from  her  mom  and  she 
never  saw  her  mom  again.  It  makes  me  want 
to  cry  —  it’s  such  a  horrible  thing.  In  the 
“Lost  Daughter”  story,  she  says, 

Poverty  is  violence.  Calculated  and 
directed,  North  America  means  to  keep 
hidden  the  legislated  fates  of  the  Mexican 
farm  workers.  My  mama’s  and  my  life  on¬ 
ly  two  of  the  many  stories  that  have  re¬ 
mained  untold.  Until  now.... 

I  have  lost  much  to  the  oppressor.  My 
family.  My  language.  My  culture. 

Still,  I  search... 

I  like  the  fact  that  she  says  poverty  is 
violence  —  that’s  exactly  right,  calculated 
violence. 

Another  really  sad  one  is  “Hombre  de 
Palabra.”  It’s  by  Marta,  a  Chicana  who 
lives  in  Wisconsin,  and  it’s  about  this  man 
who  unleashed  all  this  anger  and  violence  on 


Boston 

his  young  daughters  —  beat  the  shit  out  of 
them  every  day.  And  then  he  made  like 
nothing.  Unfortunately,  this  also  reminds 
me  of  my  childhood;  you  know,  they  beat 
the  shit  out  of  you,  they  unleash  all  of  their 
frustrations  and  anger  on  you;  they’re  about 
to  kill  you;  and  then  a  little  while  later,  it’s 
like  she  says  in  this  story:  “Mi’jitas! 
Mi’jitas,  come  here. ..I  want  to  talk  to 
you. ..I’m  very,  very  sorry  that  I  had  to  hit 
you.  I  don’t  like  hitting  you.”  So,  the  next 
second  you’re  supposed  to  be  fine,  sit  down 
and  eat  or  whatever  as  if  nothing  had  ever 
happened  —  when  you  have  bruises  all  over 
you  and  you  hurt.  It’s  like,  can  you  pass  the 
rice?  Really  sad. 

Gabriela,  Butch/Femme  and  More 

One  of  my  favorite  pieces  in  the  whole 
book  is  “Gabriela”  by  Mariana  Romo- 
Carmona.  A  lot  of  the  other  stories  I’ve 
mentioned  are  very  painful  and  remind  me 
too  much  of  my  own  life;  this  cuento  or 
story  is  something  that  never  happened  to 
me,  but  that  I  wish  had  —  a  fantasy.  It  pro¬ 
bably  happened  to  Mariana  Romo- 
Carmona;  I  really  hope  it  did. 

It’s  a  bittersweet  love  story  about  this  kid 
who  is  probably  13  or  14  —  she’s  a  city  kid 
and  she  went  to  spend  a  summer  in  the  coun¬ 
tryside  in  Chile  with  her  three  single  aunts, 
two  of  whom  were  carpenters.  One  of  the 
people  who  lives  where  the  aunts  live  is  this 
tomboy  girl  named  Gabriela  and  she  and 
the  city  girl  have  this  wild  time.  They  play  to 
be  amazons  riding  on  horses  and  go  to  the 


river  and  dive  and  swim  naked,  and  at  one 
point,  they  make  love.  You  could  just  die 
thinking  of  your  favorite  girl  when  you  were 
15  or  16,  doing  all  these  things  with  her;  it’s 
so  romantic.  I  can  totally  transport  myself 
back  to  that  age  and  feel  that  way. 

Another  really  fun  article  is  an  interview 
with  Lee  and  Ali  —  they’re  a  Puerto  Rican 
couple  who  live  in  New  York.  They’re  very 
into  butch/femme  roles  and  I  think  they’re  a 
little  older  than  me,  from  the  time  when  hut¬ 
ches  were  hutches.  You  put  on  your  boxer 
shorts  and  your  pants,  tuxedo  shirt  and  a  tux 
and  your  brill  cream  on  your  head  and  you 
were  spiffy,  and  you  were  butch  and  you 
were  tough  and  you  defended  your  woman. 
And  the  femmes  put  on  their  petticoats  and 
their  dresses  and  pantyhose  and  pointy 
shoes  and  make-up.  (I’ve  wanted  to  wear  the 
tuxedo,  but  not  the  brill  cream  —  too 
greasy!)  So,  they’re  neat  and  they  put 
Spanish  and  English  all  in  one  sentence, 
which  I  love.  For  example,  Ali  says, 

Yo  soy  butch,  but  I  don’t  want  to  be  a 
man.  Si  me  gusta  vestir  como  un  hombre, 
maybe  because  1  was  brought  up  with  five 
brothers  and  that’s  what  I  saw.  A  mi  me 
gusta  la  mujer  femenina.  A  mi,  una  butch 
could  strip  herself  for  me  and  I  doubt  I 
would  move  a  hair.  But  I’m  sure  si  ella  se 
pone  bien  sexy  that  it  would  be  different. 

Ali  is  a  mother  and  I  should  point  out  that  a 
lot  of  women  in  Companeras  have  children. 

An  essay  I  appreciated  a  lot  and  I  wish  I 
had  gotten  to  read  years  ago  is  “IFuera  del 
Closet,  Boricua!”  —  that’s  “Out  of  the 
Closet,  Rican!”  At  first  I  found  it  somewhat 
boring  because  it  was  so  theoretical,  talking 
about  the  different  stages  of  coming  out. 
But  when  I  read  it  again  I  really  enjoyed  it 
because  I  realized  it  was  the  first  thing  I  had 
read  that  was  feminist,  queer,  and 
theoretical  —  in  Spanish.  This  is  the  kind  of 
thing  I  always  see  in  English.  So,  that  was 
really  neat. 

I  just  have  room  to  mention  one  more 
piece,  although  every  story  is  wonderful  in 
some  way.  It’s  a  poem  I  like  called 
“Alliances.”  It’s  by  Judit,  who  is  a  Jewish 
Argentinian  lesbian.  I  like  it  because  people 
are  always  talking  about  allies  and  coalition 
as  if  it  was  such  an  easy  thing  to  do  —  but 
it’s  not  at  all.  When  I’ve  tried  to  work  with 
Anglo  groups,  there’s  the  feeling  that  we’re 
gay,  we  should  be  allies,  or  in  Latina  groups, 
the  sense  that  because  we’re  Latinas,  we 
should  see  this  path  —  but  I  could  be  up  in 
the  mountains,  and  she  could  be  down  by 

the  ocean. 

Judit  says. 

Alliances  arise  from  differences. /there  is 
no  one  who  is  automatically  my 
ally/because  we  are  the  same/Alliances 
don’t  grow  wild  and  unattended/they 
need  constant  thought  and 
care... Alliances  are  not  accessories  to  our 
wardrobe/that  we  can  take  off/and  hang 
up  with  our  coats  in  the  closet/when  we 
come  home  tired/or  leave  at  home  because 
they  won’t  look  right/at  a  certain  party. 

I  Want  to  See  Their  Faces 

So  this  brings  me  to  the  end.  I’m  still 
looking  for  alliances  everywhere,  but  I’m 
less  and  less  willing  to  sacrifice  part  of  me 
for  “the  cause.”  And,  I’m  still  looking  for 
home,  but  I  feel  like  at  least  I’m  in  here;  I’m 
in  Companeras  with  all  these  women.  We’re 
finding  each  other  and  we’re  getting  to  that 
place  —  together  —  and  we’re  not  going  to 
be  pushed  to  no  other  side. 

The  very  last  thing  I  want  to  say  is  that  I 
missed  pictures  of  the  women  in  Com- 
paneras  —  I  would  love  to  see  their  faces. 
Do  they  have  a  moustache  like  me?  Is  their 
hair  curlier  than  mine  —  do  they  have 
freckles  —  are  they  fat  or  skinny  —  tall  or 
short  —  do  they  wear  dresses  or  pants?  I 
want  to  see  them.  I  know  what’s  in  their 
heads,  I  want  to  see  what  they  look  like.  □ 


Vanessa,  Boston,  1988 


SUPPORT  & 
COUNSELING 
GROUPS 

from  the 

Fenway  Community 
Health  Center 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery 
Program: 

•  Male  Incest  Survivors  Group 

•  Gay  Male  Sexual  Addiction 

Group  -  on  going 

HIV  Counseling  Program: 

•  Stress  Management  for 

AIDS  Anxiety  - 10  wks 

•  Stress  Management  for  People 

who  are  HIV  Positive  - 10  wks 

•  People  with  AIDS  Support  Group 

•  Relationship  Issues  and  HIV 

Infection  -  couples  &  individuals 

•  Life-Enhancement  Group  for 

People  with  HIV  Infection  & 
their  Partners,  Friends 
&  Families 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Family  and 
Parenting  Service: 

•  Lesbians  Considering  Parenting 

•  Gay  Men  Considering  Parenting 

•  Lesbian  Parent  Group 

•  Adolescent  Children  of 

Gay  Parents 

617-267-0900 

All  groups  are  reimbursable  by  insurance. 
Sliding  fee  scale  available. 

All  groups  meet  for  12  weeks 
unless  otherwise  noted  above. 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER  5T 


HIT  NEW  1988  EDITION 


"The  best  edition  of  Forbidden  Broadway 
I  have  seen  .  explosively  tunny  bits!" 

Joyce  Kulhawik  WB2TV 
"It’S  delightful! "  -John  Corcoran.  WNEV-TV 
"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley.  WCVB 

357-8384 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


OINNIR/THEATRE 
AGES 
AVAILABLE 
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from  BRIGHT  TYGER  PRESS... 

Nationwide  Gay  Bestseller! 

SKIN 


True  Homosexual  Experiences 
From  STH  Writers 


Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald 

Almost  200  pages  of  raw  sexual  revela¬ 
tions  from  men  all  over  the  country! 

Illustrated  with  nude  photos. 

Reveals  that  truth  is  hotter  than  fiction! 

"These  are  masterpieces."— Advocate 

Available  at  Glad  Day  bookstore. 
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COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Bicraf  sctiodufS 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 
35 1  BROADWAY  \  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
I  68  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782  0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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CAS  FIRST 

L  PARTY  UNE 

Make  new  Friends 
'Without  Leaving  Home! 


PRESS  1.  One-On-One  Rematch-Push  #  for  rematch, 
over  and  over. 

2.  Partyline  up  to  8  callers. 

3.  Listen  to  recorded  messages 
from  other  callers  bulletin  board. 

4.  Record  your  messages  on  the 
Bulletin  Board. 

5.  The  Call-Me-Back  line. 

When  you  can’t  give 
out  your  number. 


For  Video  Order:  1-800-445-5669 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Inturanco 
for  all  your  noods 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

- - - - 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass  Ave  ,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491  4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH.  R.  Ac 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9S47 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8. 
Repairs/Parts/Worftspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 
National  gay  8  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522  1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  M A  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 


DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186/a  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  8  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/a  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353  1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395  9084 


ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021 15 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L,  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
73I-I0IS 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227  7008 
M-F  I -5  p_m 


MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
S24-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 


1-900-999-HUNK 

1-900-999-MANN 

45  per  min. 

.95 1“  min./Discreetly  billed 
to  your  phone  bill. 


Just  for  US  ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


You  can  . . . 


•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


Discuss  . . . 

•  relationships 
friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 
anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 
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Question  4’s  electricity  shutdown 

would  be  expensive  - 
economically  and  environmentally 


Economic  Costs  Environmental  Costs 


Question  4  would: 


Question  4  would: 


Cut  off  nearly  20  percent  of  our  in-state  power 
supply-forcing  expensive  power  shortages. 

Our  state  already  faces  the  prospect  of  serious  electricity  shortages 
this  winter. 

Question  4’s  shutdown  would  cut  off  over  4  billion  kilowatt-hours  of 
electricity  annually -nearly  20  percent  of  our  in-state  power  supply -and 
make  our  electricity  supply  problems  even  worse. 

Cost  taxpayers  and  ratepayers  billions 
of  dollars. 

If  Question  4  passes,  the  State  of  Massachusetts  would  have  to  pay  for 
the  arbitrary  shutdown  of  the  power  plants. 

These  huge  costs  would  be  paid  by 
Massachusetts  taxpayers. 

A  September  1988  Massachusetts  Tax¬ 
payers  Foundation  study  concluded  that: 

“Likely  compensation  to  the  plants’  owners 
would  be  somewhere  between  $1.3  and 
$2.1  billion.  The  annual  carrying  costs ... 
would  put  a  $150  million  to  $250  million 
a  year  dent  in  state  and  local  budgets  for 
each  of  the  next  20  years  -  a  total  fiscal 
impact  of  $4  billion.’’ 

In  addition,  electricity  rates  would  rise  to 
pay  for  the  high  costs  of  replacement  power. 


Increase  oil  and  coal  burning:  adding  as 
much  as  44  million  pounds  of  sulfur  dioxide 
and  7  billion  pounds  of  carbon  dioxide  into 
the  air  every  year. 

If  our  state’s  nuclear  electricity  plants  are  closed,  most  of  the  replace¬ 
ment  power  would  come  from  oil  and  coal  plants. 

By  forcing  this  switch  to  oil  and  coal  burning,  Question  4  would  add  to 
already  serious  air  and  water  pollution  problems  -  including  ozone  pollu¬ 
tion,  acid  rain,  and  the  global  warming  Greenhouse  Effect. 

Increase  Acid  Rain. 

Sulphur  dioxide  pollution  is  a  major 
cause  of  acid  rain  -  which  is  destroying  our 
lakes  and  streams,  and  agricultural  and 
forest  resources. 

Question  4  would  lead  to  increased 
sulfur  dioxide  pollution,  making  our  acid 
rain  problems  even  worse. 


Cause  thousands  of  Massachusetts  workers 
to  lose  their  jobs. 

Question  4’s  shutdown  would  cause  the  more  than  1,000  men  and 
women  who  work  at  the  plants  to  immediately  lose  their  jobs. 

The  increased  electric  bills  and  taxes  that  would  result  from  the  shut¬ 
down  would  increase  business  costs  and  damage  our  state’s  economy  - 
putting  thousands  of  other  Massachusetts  jobs  at  risk. 


Add  to  the  Greenhouse  Effect. 

By  forcing  a  switch  to  oil  and  coal,  Question  4  would  increase  the  car¬ 
bon  dioxide  emissions  that  are  creating  the  global  warming  Greenhouse 
Effect  -  a  problem  which  could  have  worldwide  environmental  impacts. 

As  the  Boston  Globe  stated  in  an  August  15,  1988  editorial:  “If  (Massa¬ 
chusetts’  nuclear  electricity  plants)  were  replaced  by  fossil-fuel  plants  the 
emission  of  gases  that  cause  acid  rain,  as  well  as  the  warming  of  the 
atmosphere  would  be  increased  by  15  percent  -  at  a  time  when  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  such  emissions.” 


Question  4  would 

permanently  shut  down  the  generation  of  electric  power 
by  Massachusetts’  nuclear  electricity  plants. 


NO  on  4  Committee 

Partial  list  of  over  55.000  members 


Paul  Tsongas 
Former  US.  Senator 
Massachusetts 

l)r.  Paul  Gray 
President.  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology 

Melvin  First 

Professor.  Environmental 
Health  Engineering 
Harvard  School  of 
Public  Health 

Paul  A.  Samuelson 
Nobel  Laureate  in  Economics 
Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology 


Dr.  Sheldon  Glashow 
Nobel  Laureate  in  Physics 
Harvard  University 

Sister  Mary  Caritas 
President. 

Mercy  Hospital 

Guy  W.  Nichols 
Chairman.  Woods  Hole 
(Xeanographic  Institution 

Margaret  St.  Clair 
Former  Secretary  of 
Energy 

Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 


105  Charles  St..  Boston  MA  02114 


Dr.  A.M.  Cormack 
Nobel  Laureate  in  Medicine 
Tufts  University 

Arthur  R.  Osborn 
President. 

Massachusetts  AF'L-CIO 
Council 

Dr.  Percy  W.  Wadman 
Past  President. 
Massachusetts  Medical 
Society 

Bradford  Washburn 
Honorary  Director 
Boston  Museum  of  Science 


Gwendolyn  Nichols,  M.D. 
Chief,  Department 
of  Radiology 
Lawrence  Memorial 
Hospital 

Edward  E.  Phillips 
Chairman, 

Massachusetts  Business 
Roundtable 

Dr.  Edward  Purcell 
Nobel  Laureate  in  Physics 
Harvard  University 

(Titles  and  affiliations 
for  identification 
purposes  only.) 


Paid  Advertisement 

PAGE  12  □  OCTOBER  23-29,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Paid  Advertisement 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

PLEASE  HELP 

My  son  is  incarcerated  for  a  crime  his  brother  commit¬ 
ted.  He  believed  he  was  his  brother's  keeper.  Being  gay 
and  transvestite  he  is  being  prejudiced  against  for  his  life 
style.  His  brother  flew  the  coop  and  left  his  brother  to 
do  his  time.  1  am  poor  and  haven’t  been  able  to  hire  an 
attorney  to  correct  an  awful  injustice  that  has  been 
done.  Please  help  support  my  fight  for  his  freedom  and 
rights  to  be  gay.  Ele  Fuller,  P.O.  Box  56,  So.  Boston, 
Mass.  02127, _ 05) 

GWM,  23,  good-looking,  educated,  seeking  sincere  sex¬ 
ual  relationship  with  GW/hispanic  stud.  Write: 
Tobyhanna  Village  Apartments,  Apt.  1 3-D,  Corcoran 
Road,  Tobyhanna,  Pa.  18466.  c/oTom. _ (16) 

Agent  33:  Your  the  best.  Thanks  so  much.  Your 
Berkeley  Street  Operative. _ (15) 

Velcro  woman:  I  had  a  wonderful  time  with  you  in  D.C. 
Blood,  sweat  and  tears,  indeed.  Do  you  think  ‘the  rut’ 
will  become  the  next  fab  dance  craze?  Your  electric  kit¬ 
ten. _ (15) 

SMALL  TOWN  GIRL 

LF  has  a  lot  to  offer  as  you  do.  Warm  hearted,  good 
looking,  outdoors/athletic,  learning  to  sail.  Enjoy  good 
food,  music,  week-ending  around  New  England,  culture 
and  more!  Looking  for  good  looking  LF  to  bike,  hike, 
x-country  ski  with  me.  Girl  who  likes  walking  beach  or 
cozy  fireplace.  27-37, _ 05) 

LF  college  student  desperately  needs  financial 
assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  donations.  Thank 
you.  Shelley,  P.O.  Box  44-1028,  West  Somerville,  Mass. 
02144.  _ _ _ 06) 

40  OR  OVER!  LIKE  MEN  WHO  ARE! 

Contact  guys  from  Maine  to  DC.  For  list  $1.00  to 
Northeast  Directory,  Dept.  B,  P.O.  2357,  Princeton  NJ 
08S43-2357, _ 09) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1 10, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LF  34 

Serious  about  art,  love,  sex.  Into  women  who  are 
creative,  beautiful,  passionate  about  life;  open  to  the 
hard  and  soft  in  the  world.  Looking  for  honesty,  depth, 
humor,  style,  warmth.  If  interested  send  letter,  photo. 
GCN  Box  332. _ 06) 

RED  HANKIE  NETWORK 

Join  200  guys  nation-wide!  For  details,  send  SASE  to:  A.S.P. 
P.O.  Box  14543,  San  Francisco,  CA 941 14, _ 05) 

GET  HIP! 

Be  the  first  one  to  know  about  every  single  event  taking  place 
in  Boston. ..by  becoming  GCN’s  volunteer  Calendar  Coor¬ 
dinator!  Todd  Hollister  is  leaving  us  in  a  few  weeks  so  we  need 
a  new  somebody  like  crazy.  It’s  fun.  About  3  hrs.  a  week.  Call 
Steph  at  GCN  (617)  4264469. _  (15) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


VOLUNTEER  NEEDED 

FOR  GCN  RENEWAL  PROJECT  -  I  HOUR/WK 

In  just  one  shon  hour  per  week  (o.k.,  maybe  an  hour  and  a 
half  on  busy  weeks)  you  can  keep  GCN’s  renewal  project  go¬ 
ing.  You’ll  send  out  notices  to  subscribers  who  are  about  to 
lapse.  It’s  not  thrilling  work,  but  it’s  our  most  productive 
money  making  project  —  so  you’ll  be  helping  us  out  enor- 
mousiy .  Call  (61 7)  426-4469  for  details. _ (17) 

GM  CARTOONISTS?! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  male  cartoonists  to  add  their 
cartoons  to  our  pages.  So,  please  send  your  doodles  and  sket¬ 
ches  to  the  GCN  Art  Department,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02116.  Men  of  color  are  especially  encouraged  to  get  in 
on  this.  _ (17) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  4264469  for  more  info.  (Q 


SERVICES 


MARGARET  KELNER,  MsT 

AMTA-certified,  experienced  massage  therapist  offers 
caring,  relaxing,  deep  massage  for  women.  Techniques 
include  Swedish,  neuromuscular,  structural  massage, 
reflexology.  Jamaica  Plain  office:  (617)  524-2632.  Leave 
message. _ (21) 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D. 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  M A  02215 


Ijij  'Barter  Xeheecrk.  6  A  CefibnaU  trade  exchange  far 

ueamyn  -  identified  -  ueamyn 

A  trade  exchange  ij: 

a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  vflling  ® 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchange  of 
goodslservices.  Through  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling  . . 

1  800  -  42«  -  7144  or  S13  -  747  -  >190 

via  post  1 13  E.  Whiteman  St  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


r - - - n 

Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  >  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  252-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


Ml 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


HELP  WANTED 


PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANCE  FOR  DIASBLED  WRITER 

Help  with  showering,  dressing  and  cooking  on  alternate 
weekends  (mornings).  No  lifting  required  but  prefer 
those  with  strength  and  balance.  Jamaica  Plain  area. 
$7. 10  (no  taxes).  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it  ring.  (15) 

COORDINATOR 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  seeks  part-time  coor¬ 
dinator.  Duties  include  fundraising  and  grant  writing, 
coordinate  speaking  engagements,  assist  officers  and 
committees.  Send  resumes  by  1 1/15  to  GLSB,  Box  2232, 
Boston,  MA  02107,  (617)354-0133. _ (15) 

CLINICIAN/MASTER’S  LEVEL 

Community  mental  health  center  seeks  master’s  level 
clinician  for  its  AIDS  Advocacy  and  Education  Program 
to  work  in  generic  outpatient  setting  with  mixed  popula¬ 
tion  of  gay  men  and  IV  drug  users  providing  AIDS 
related  treatment.  M.S.W.  preferred.  Full  or  part-time 
(20  hours  minimum).  Send  resume  to  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  New  Bedford  Area  Center  for  Human  Services, 
Inc.,  P.O.  Box  A-2097,  New  Bedford,  MA  02741.  EOE 
(15) _ 

FREE  APARTMENT 

PLUS  $4 50/MONTH 

Work  2  3-day  weekend  shifts  and  provide  '/2-time 
emergency  coverage  doing  personal  care  for  Jamaica 
Plain  disabled  lesbian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  learn 
personal  care,  and  not  smoke  on  shift.  Will  train,  call 
Connie  Panzarino(617)  524-0921. _ (15) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  G-4  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02 1 16. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Promotions/Classified 
Advertising  Coordinator 


Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  advertising, 
free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns,  and  other 
strategies  to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and  process  weekly  classified 
advertising.  Participate  in  weekly  workings  of 
GCN,  including  staff  meetings,  collaborating  on 
editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  administrative, 
creative,  and  organizational  skills.  Experience  in 
design  or  public  relations  a  plus. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  col¬ 
lective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  eligibility  for  ADW  Workers  Trust 
health/life  insurance,  routing  health  care  through 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave 
and  four  weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  as 
soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to 

MODERN  TIMES  CAFE  CAMBRIDGE 

Seeks  part  and  full  time  cooks.  Work  in  pleasant  women 
oriented  environmenl.  Call  (617)  354-8371. _ (16) 

Attention  —  Hiring!  Federal  government  jobs  in  your 
area  and  overseas.  Many  immediate  openings  without 
waiting  list  or  test.  $17,840-69485.  Phone  call  refun- 
dable.  (602)  838-8885.  Ext.  6333. _ (16) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

'  : 


DORCHESTER  HOME 

3LF  seek  mature  25  +  LF  to  share  beaut,  spac  sgle  fam. 
House  in  Dor.  near  Ashmont  sta.  We  are  a  polit.  con- 
cious  house  of  women  who  provide  warm  stable  en¬ 
viron.  Plenty  of  plants  and  sunshine.  $400  inc.  great 
ccok,  large  common  living  areas  sun  room.  2nd  floor 
deck  which  stretches  into  trees  that  surround  our  home. 
Parking,  Indry  fac.,  fireplace,  piano  and  all  utils. 
Child’s  and  dogs  welcome.  Call  296-241 1 . _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Room  without  a  closet  for  woman  out  of  the  closet. 
Small  warm  room  in  J.P.  $210  including  heat.  Avail. 
Nov.  I.  Call  Tamsin  or  Laura  at  (617)  524-1874  or  Laura 
at  (617)495-1595  (days), _ 06) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  POND 
3  left  feminist  women,  28-33,  1  L,  2  non-L,  seek  4th  for 
beautiful  home  on  quiet  street.  Semi-veg.  coop,  seek 
responsible,  independent  warm  women.  L  preferred. 
Avail  12/1.  $270 plus.  522-7466. _ (T7) 

LF  27,  independent  nursing  student  in  search  of  LF  to 
share  recently  acquired  condo  (beautiful,  spacious, 
hwflrs. ,  sun  pch)  475  incl  heat .  Let’s  create  a  stable,  nur- 
turing  home  together.  Pam  (617)  522-1907, _ (16) 

NEWTONVILLE 

Two  friendly  LF’s  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  large  house. 
Semi-coop.  No  alcohol,  smoke,  drugs.  $350  plus  last 
month’s  rent.  Room  includes  half  bath.  965-0648.  (15) 

Jamaica  Plain:  LF24,  two  cats,  seek  woman  for  large 
sunny  apartment.  Porch,  garden,  4  blocks  F  Hills  sub¬ 
way,  half  block  South  Street.  No  smoking.  $300  plus. 
524-9857, _ (115) 

JOIN  US  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LF’s  seek  third  for  3BR  apartment  in  beautiful  Vic¬ 
torian  house  near  J.P.  Licks.  Wood  floors,  backyard 
and  porch.  $4l5/mo  includes  heat.  Available  now.  Call 
(617)  522-8768  (H)  or  call  Julie  at  725-3562  (W).  (15) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate’’  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED!  PUBLICATIONS 


LF  warned  (o  share  roomy  4  bedroom  apartment  in 
Medford  near  Tufts.  $215  plus  utilities  with  three  in- 
dependent  friendly  dykes.  395-8257.  Nov.  1st.  ri_U» 

CALENDAR  HEAVEN 

It’s  true;  GCN  really  does  need  a  new  volunteer  calendar 
coordinator.  Please  call  ASAP  and  we’ll  love  you 
forever.  Ask  for  Steph  at  (617)  426-4469. _ 05) 

LF  27  independent  nursing  student  in  search  of  LF  to 
share  recently-acquired  JP  condo  (2  bdrm.,  h.w.  floors, 
beautiful,  spacious,  sunpch)  475  hid.  Let’s  create  a  nur- 
turing  stable  home  together.  Pam  (617)  522-1907.  (15) 

2LF’s  sk  I  LF  to  share  their  new  apt.  One  blk  from  Med¬ 
ford  Sq.  350  inc  util,  laundry,  LR  DR.  No  smokers.  Pets 
ncgot.  Not  avail  till  11/1.  Call  (617)  289-7595  ask  for 
Marie,  afternoons. _ (15) 

SHARE  DORCH  2BD  APT  NEAR  THE  T 
porch,  piano,  pantry,  yard,  wood  floors.  $250  plus 
utilities.  I’m  gay  man,  37,  with  nice  dog.  You’re  non- 
smoker  and  classical  music  lover.  (617)  282-9384 
(message). _ (15) 

SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  F  for  sunny  3BR  in  Winter  Hill.  Roomy,  bay 
windows,  hardwood,  porches,  parking,  quiet  road.  Seek 
L/Bi  25  plus,  responsible  professional,  sense  of  humor, 
for  friendly  independent  home.  Sorry,  no  smok- 

ing/drugs.  $300  plus  utilities.  Call  623-5535. _ (15) 

CAMB/SOM  nice  apartment  near  everything  and  “T” 
on  quiet  tree-lined  street.  One  responsible  LF  with 
humor  seeks  2L’s,  (25  plus).  No  smoking  or  pets.  For 
12/1.  $342  plus.  (617)  623-3166.  (IS) 

LF  looking  for  non-smoking  same  who  wants  to  rent 
house  in  No.  shore  area.  Prefer  25-35  prof,  who  like 
quiet  country  near  major  routes.  (508)  777-5765.  (IS) 

3  LF's  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  250  plus  call  491-4005. 
(16) _ 

LF,  32,  and  dog,  seek  LF  to  share  spacious  2  bedroom 
apt.  in  No.  Reading  farmhouse.  Sundeck  and  large 
yard,  near  major  routes.  $375  plus.  (508)664-0428  (16) 

LF  sought  for  3  BR  Porter  Square  semi-coop  apt.  No 
smkng/pets/drugs.  $367  plus/mo.  available  immed. 
(617)625-1893. _  (16) 


WATERFRONT  RENTALS 

New  construction,  I  &  2  bdrms,  prkg,  daily  shuttle  and  public 
trans.  From  $1.000/mth.  889-4446. _ (12) 

CHANDLER  STREET 

Small  1  B.R.  newly  renov.  Includes  gas,  heat,  h/w. 
650/mo.  Floor  thru  1  BR  newly  renov.  Gas,  heat,  H/W. 
9S0/mo.  By  owner  469-3466. _ (13) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  IN  TWO  FAMILY 

Lovely  two  bedroom  apartment  with  hardwood  floors,  eat-in- 
kitchen,  dining  room,  living  room,  porches.  Quiet,  safe  are, 
tree  lined  street.  $775.  524-6336. _ (15) 

J.P.  CUTE  I  BDRM.  APT 

3rd  fl.  with  deck  $650/mo.  plus  util  and  I  mo.  security.  In  les¬ 
bian  owned  house;  gay  or  lesbian  preferred.  Call  (617) 
524-0921, _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  bedrooms,  modem  kitchen,  D/D,  one-car  garage,  rear 
deck,  laundry,  fresh  paint,  hardwood  floors,  walk-in  closet, 
dead  end  street,  walk  to  T.  $1,000  no  fee.  (617)  524-5238. 
Leave  message. _ (17) 

GREAT  jP  CONDOS 

MORE  BANG  FOR  YOUR  BUCKS 

Fab  condo  2  bedrooms  2  baths  3  firplaces  pool  tennis  8.7  acres 
of  grounds  1 1  Zi  foot  ceilings  deck  very  special.  Historic  site 
$259,000  close  to  everything  in  Boston,  very  private. 

Say  goodbye  to  your  landlord.  3  bedrooms  1077  s.f.  condo 
nice  condition  side  street  walk  to  T  priced  to  sell.  $109,900 
Great  for  starting  out!  Call  Century  21  Streetcar  522-7075. 
Ask  for  Walter _ Of) 

LUX  RENTAL  IN  JP 

SOUTH  END  LUXURY  JAM.  PL  PRICES 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to  rent  this  fantastic  2  bedroom  3 
firplaced  condo  with  parking  pool  tennis  easy  commute  from 
Jamaica  Plain  $1250  with  heat  h.w.  Call  Century  21  Streetcar 
522-7075.  Ask  for  Walter. _ Of) 

DORCHESTER 

6-room,  2  bedroom,  beautifully  restored,  finished  floors, 
natural  woodwork,  built-in  china,  washer/dryer  hook  up. 
Eat-in  kitchen.  Owner-occupied.  $575  plus  utilities.  (617) 
282-3216  John, _ 06) 

MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

Newly  renovated  2  BR  apartment  in  owner  occupied  triple 
decker,  $650  plus  utilities.  No  pets.  Available  Nov.  1.  (617) 
825-6081  after  6  pm. _ Of) 

Gloucester,  house  to  let,  water  views,  2  bedrooms,  2  baths, 
complete  rehab.,  parking,  $950  plus  utilities,  lease  to  buy  op- 
tion,  (508)  283-3989. _ (15) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Great  3-BDRM  apt  for  rent.  Sunny,  freshly  painted,  newly 
redone.  Hdwood  and  softwood  floors.  $950.00  month  plus. 
Pets  ok.  Avail,  immed.  Call  (617)  524-2043. _ 05) 

JONES  HILL  DORCHESTER 

Sunny  one  bdrm.  apt.  in  lesbian  owned  house,  offstreet  pkg., 
trees,  air,  view,  avail  Nov.  1,  $525  ind.  heat  &  all  util,  (617) 
436-2583.  (16) 


VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Escape  to  the  peace  and  privacy  of  Vermont.  Secluded 
lesbian  farm  offers  vcg.  cuisine,  cozy  rooms  with  views 
and  daily  trail  rides  c.r  our  own  gentle  horses.  Waterfall 
skinny  dipping.  Early  fall  foliage.  (802)  533-7772.  (9) 

CONDADO  BEACH  P.R. 

New  condos  on  the  beach  for  long  weekends,  short  term 
rentals.  A.C.  cable,  roofdeck,  pool,  reasonable  rates. 
Some  for  sale.  Call  John  (617)  899-0388. _  ()9) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Enjoy  spectacular  fall  foliage  at  our  100  acre  mountain 
resort.  With  19  charming  guest  rooms,  pool,  hot  tub, 
firplaced  common  rooms  and  miles  of  trails,  we’re  just 
what  you  need!  Ask  about  our  holiday  plans  too!  The 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues, 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423,  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIANrlndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY, 1001 1. _ [e_x) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  SampIe-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs'  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $I3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


Lesbian  Love 
&  Sex  in  Japan 


Since  1973 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington.  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ _ _ 06.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info.  (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intcrgcnerational  Love  Supporl  Group.  World  wide 
news.  arl.  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBI.A.  P.O.  Box  1923.  St.  Louis. 
Missouri.  631 18, _  (7) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

- &-**» _ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
■  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  o I  art  Anarchist 


Lonely  GM  looking  for  someone  to  correspond 
with.  Loves  music,  sports  and  art.  [Pris.  Proj 
Note:  the  above  drawing,  as  well  as  the  cover  of 
our  prisoner  poetry  &  graphics  issue,  is  by  Cliff, 
who  is  looking  for  an  outlet  for  his  work, 
should  anyone  be  interested  in  helping  him 
make  a  connection  with  a  store  or  whatever 
where  he  can  do  drawings  on  commission] 
Looking  for  a  special  person  to  share  feelings 
with.  Cliff  PAYNE,  D-17728,  7C-201,  PO  Box 
1902-B,  Tehachapi  CA  93561. 

I’m  48  and  still  have  a  lot  of  the  soft,  good 
looks  of  my  youth  that  let  me  pass  myself  off  as 
a  girl.  I  would  like  to  communicate  with  some¬ 
one  of  any  age  who  is  honest  about  feelings  and 
tired  of  let  downs.  I’m  deeply  interested  in 
science  and  inventing  (I’ve  invented  some 
things)  and  in  music  and  meditative  relaxation. 
I’m  just  lacking  in  a  closeness  with  an 
understanding  person.  J.C.  Engle,  PO  Box  629 
-  41692,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


First  of  all  I'd  like  to  say  that  I  gather  a  great 
deal  of  joy  &  information  from  GCN  especially 
in  your  AIDS  related  articles,  due  to  the  fact 
that  I’m  HIV  positive  myself.  It  gives  me  a  lot 
of  peace  of  mind  here  in  a  world  where  they 
would  rather  look  at  us  as  freaks.  May  I  put  a 
little  line  in  your  penpal  space?  I’m  a  31  year 
old  latin  woman  who  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  women.  I  enjoy  intelligent,  open-minded 
gutsy  women.  Victoria  HERNANDEZ  121362’ 

PO  Box  26,  St  Gabriel  LA  70776. _ 

I'm  interested  in  any  books,  fiction  or  nonfic- 
non  that  you  have  on  gay/lesbian  life.  Also  1 
would  like  to  write  someone.  I  enjoy  reading 
writing  poetry  and  letters  and  people  generally’ 
Doing  short  time.  Kathy  HUMPHREYS  Box 
2741,  Chas.,  WV  25330 


I’m  a  36  yr  old  Black  gay  male  pre-op  transsex¬ 
ual  who  would  like  to  meet  new  lesbian/gay 
friends  of  any  race  or  religion.  I  would  also  like 
to  offer  my  profound  thanks  to  GCN  for  its 
contribution  to  keeping  the  international  les¬ 
bian/gay  structure  together.  In  solidarity,  Jo  L. 
WALLACE,  21368,  Box  7,  Moberly  MO 
65270. 


Published  author  (Pan,  RFD,  First  Hand,  Un¬ 
bound)  of  poetry  and  short  stories  seeking  other 
writers  for  exchange  of  ideas,  support.  Serious 
people  and  free  (this  prison  doesn’t  allow  com¬ 
munication  between  prisoners).  Please  respond 
to  Russell  K1NKADE,  D-49582,  1166X,  CMC- 
E,  Box  8101,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 


29  yr  old  Transvestite  looking  for  someone  to 
write.  Someone  who  is  more  the  dominant  type, 
but  not  into  chains,  beatings  or  pain,  just  a  nice 
gentle  lover  and  understanding  friend.  I  like  all 
types  of  animals,  writing  sexy  letters  to  my 
lover,  mellow  rock  and  nude  swimming  in 
mountain  lakes.  David  COLBY,  48845  ,  2605 
State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. 

26  yr  old  TS  (‘Candi’)  would  like  to  correspond 
with  anyone  in  the  free  world  or  in  prison.  I  en¬ 
joy  dancing,  traveling,  meeting  people.  I’m  a 
hairdresser  by  trade.  Age  &  race  unimportant.  I 
just  want  to  make  friends.  James  FIT- 
ZGERALD,  Box  6-98743,  LaGrange  KY  40031 . 


I’ve  been  trying  to  make  contact  with  gay  peo¬ 
ple  for  a  long  time  now,  but  being  in  prison  it’s 
hard.  Finally  I  heard  about  your  paper.  I’m  a 
handsome  black  man  seeking  correspondence 
and  friendship,  especially  from  those  interested 
in  getting  a  dose  of  my  big,  beautiful,  black 
cock.  I’m  interested  in  many  activities.  Michael 
DAVIS,  P-6968,  RD  10  Box  10,  Greensburg  PA 
15601. 


Hi  everyone!  I’m  a  gay  male  who  would  like  to 
send  as  well  as  get  letters  from  other  gay  men, 
no  matter  who  you  are.  I’m  getting  out  in  15 
months  and  will  be  looking  for  a  place  to  work 
and  live.  Please  write  soon.  Mark  GREEN, 
43006,  Camp  J  Shark  4-L-5,  Angola  LA  70712 


)©©©©©©©©©©©«© 

PAROLE  &  SENTENCING  INFO  ! 

National  Legal  Services,  provides  help  on  sentencing 
alternatives  and  parole  representation.  Write  them 
at:  NLS,  710  Lake  View  Ave  NE,  Atlanta  GA  30308;  or 
call  1-800-241-0095 


TS  Information/Support  I 

The  TS  Foundation  provides  nonprofessional  counsel¬ 
ing,  referral  services,  information  about  transsex¬ 
ualism  and  related  subjects  and  job  placement  help. 
Write  them  at  TS  Foundation,  C.S.  Box  A0084, 
Oklahoma  City  OK  73182. 

©©©©©©©©©©©©©■ 

Young  Black  man,  30,  with  good  sense  of 
humor,  physically  fit,  sharp  minded  plus  in¬ 
telligent,  crazy  to  the  bone  about  corresponding 
with  a  gay  person  of  any  age  or  color.  Anthony 
CALLOWAY,  EF-123036,  GSP  Reidsville  GA 
30499. 


24  yr  old  black  gay  male  seeking  a  penpal.  I  love 
to  box,  cook  and  will  be  coming  out  soon. 
Kevin  CRONER,  82B  917,  Box  367-B,  Dan- 
nemora  NY  12929. 


WANTED:  a  true  friend.  Race  is  no  barrier,  as 
I  do  love  Black  Men!  Prisoners  unauthorized  to 
write  here.  Also,  I’m  in  a  college  program  in 
here  and  in  need  of  a  few  blank  COMPUTER 
DISKETTES.  If  you  can  donate  such,  please 
write  first  as  1  have  to  send  you  a  permit  from 
the  institution  here  before  I  can  receive  them. 
Thank  you!  David  R.  JOHNSON,  C-073738, 
PO  Box  99  (Mail  180),  Clermonl  FL  32711. 


Bysexual,  would  be  happy  to  write  any  sex  or  age, 
likes  reading,  sports,  decoupage  (putting  pictures  on 
plaques)  and  doing  finishing  work  (wood).  Louis  Paul 
CORMIER,  100757,  Camp  D  Eagle  3,  Angola  LA  70712 


1  enjoy  a  passive  lover,  though  I’m  not  into  any 
type  of  S&M.  I’m  just  looking  for  a  nice,  sweet, 
friend.  I  like  cars,  good  books,  rock’n  roll  and 
all  types  of  sports.  Paul  MORTIMER,  48995, 
2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. 


35  yr  old  gay  man,  into  writing,  painting  land¬ 
scapes,  law,  R&R,  and  occult.  Seeking  TV,  TS, 
GM,  fern  types,  looking  for  lots  of  yummy 
cummy  letters.  Send  embossed-stamp  envelope 
for  fast  reply.  Tommy  BLANKENSHIP, 
195152,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Gay  man,  28,  looking  for  someone  who  can  ac¬ 
cept  as  a  friend  a  man  who  is  in  prison.  Not  into 
games.  Please  write.  Keith  HOUSTON,  18017, 
Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  89701, 


I  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  regularly. 

My  interests  are  reading  and  writing  songs.  I’m 

very  sensitive  and  emotional  in  relationships. 

David  Lee  WINFIELD,  80943,  Camp  J  Gator 

l-R-2,  Angola  LA  70712. 

- 


In  solitary  confinement,  handsome 
bodybuilder,  educated,  healthy,  drug  free,  and 
mature.  Interests  include  a  diversity  of  positive 
enjoyable  activities.  Seeking  romantic  letters 
and  stable  man  for  lasting  monogamous  rela¬ 
tion.  Keith  AGARD,  83B  0893,  Box  149,  Attica 
NY  14011. 


Intellectual  Black  male,  32.  Hobbies  include 

chess,  reading,  socializing,  dancing  and 
romance!  Desires  correspondence  with  caring 
individual.  Photo  appreciated.  Calvin 
JACKSON,  06508-018,  Box  34550,  Memphis 
TN  38184 


I’m  very  active  in  ‘jailhouse  lawyering’  both  for 

gay  rights  and  for  the  rights  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS.  I’m  devoted  totally  to  bringing  changes, 
but  sure  could  use  some  friendly  cor¬ 
respondence.  Thomas  FINNEY,  418663,  Box 
16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. 
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22  Saturday 


*ShL 

I  Tuesday  □  Remembering  Harvey  —  Am  Tikva  hosts  an  interfaith  memorial  service 
marking  the  tenth  anniversary  of  Harvey  Milk’s  assassination.  Info:  782-8894. 


Cambridge  □  A  concert  with  Deirdre  McCalla  to 

support  the  struggle  for  women's  rights  and  reproductive 
freedom.  To  benefit  the  National  Organization  for 
Women.  ASL-interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard  U.  8pm.  $  1 7/adv. ,  $  1 9/door.  Info: 
617/782-1056. 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theater  Company  presents  “The 
Mystery  of  Irma  Vep."  Through  Nov.  13.  Paramount 
Penthouse  Theatre,  58  Berkeley  St.  $15.  Info: 
617/426-3550. 

Watertown  □  GLOW  —  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 

Watertown  etc.  3rd  annual  combined  yard  sale.  9am- 
2pm.  Info:  Colleen  617/926-3440,  Tom  617/923-9440. 

23  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Brookline-Brighton-Allston  Lesbian 
Halloween  Potluck,  costume  encouraged.  Info: 
617/277-2704. 

Cambridge  □  Local  author  Kathi  Maio  celebrates  the 
publication  of  her  book  “Feminist  in  the  Dark:  Reviewing 
the  Movies."  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  in  watching  “The 
Goldbergs,"  a  1950s  situation  comedy.  Followed  by  a 
discussion  of  the  portrayal  of  the  Jewish  family  in  the  mass 
media.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  7pm.  Info: 
617/782-8894. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  lesbian  nurses, 
nurse  clinicians,  and  nursing  students  to  discuss 
social  and  professional  issues,  direction,  and  name  of 
group.  Potluck  dinner  in  safe  environment.  Info: 
617/625-7643,  617/666-1466. 

25  T uesday 

Boston  □  Open  rehearsal  for  Batucada  Belles. 

Boston's  women’s  percussion  band  playing  African, 
Brazilian,  and  Afro-Cuban  rhythms.  Women  of  all  colors 
and  sexual  persuasions  welcome.  Experience  welcome  but 
not  necessary.  Enthusiasm  a  must.  Modest  dues.  Rehear¬ 
sals  7-9  Tuesdays.  Info:  617/884-4241. 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  shows 
film  “Too  Little,  Too  Late."  Followed  by  a  discussion 
of  AIDS  resources  available  on  the  North  Shore.  Meier 
Hall,  Salem  State  College.  7pm.  Free.  Info:  508/745-3848. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 

Jamaica  Plain  meet  informally  for  dinner  at  Doyle's  Cafe 
on  Washington  St.  Meet  in  the  rear  of  the  center  room. 
6:30pm.  Info:  Michael  617/327-5669. 

26  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Mothers  and  Daughters  The 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7-9pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


27  Thursday 

Boston  □  “Strategies  for  Healing  AIDS,”  a  talk  by 
Tom  O'Connor,  author  of  “Living  with  AIDS:  Reaching 
Out."  To  discuss  alternative  and  experimental  therapies 
he  has  experienced  during  eight  years  of  living  with  ARC. 
Josiah  Quincy  School  Auditorium,  885  Washington  St. 

7- 8:30pm.  Free.  Info:  617/437-6200  x26l. 

28  Friday 

Providence,  Rl  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South 
East  Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Body  Lab,  568  S.  Main  St. 

8- 1  Ipm.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 

29  Saturday 

Boston  □  BAGLY  (Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth) 
annual  Halloween  Dance.  All  22  and  under,  and  their 
guests,  welcome.  Lipsync  contest.  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
Bowdoin  St.  8pm-lam.  $3.  Info:  617/523-7363. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South 
East  Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  1st  Church  Unitarian- 
Universalist,  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts.  8-1  Ipm.  $5.  Info: 
401/431-0822. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together-Boston 
presents  its  8th  annual  Mask  and  Costume  Together 
Ball.  Food  and  drinks.  All  welcome.  Phillip  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  8pm-2am.  $7.  Info:  George 
617/266-4378. 

30  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Sonia  Sanchez,  one  of  the  country’s 
foremost  Black  poets,  reads  from  several  of  her  poetry 
collections,  including  her  most  recent  book,  "Under  a 
Soprano  Sky."  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire 
St.  3-5pm.  Free.  Info:  617/876-5310. 

Boston  □  T-Dance  of  the  Living  Dead  with  Rock 
Against  Sexism.  "Come  as  your  favorite  dead  rock  star’s 
evil  twin  in  drag!"  No  dress  code.  21  or  older.  1270  Club, 
1270  Boylston  St.  6-IOpm.  $2. 

November  I  Tuesday 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  an  interfaith  Harvey 
Milk  Memorial  Service  and  discussion  on  Gay  Rights 
and  political  action.  Screening  of  the  video  "Rights  and 
Reactions,"  chronicling  the  struggle  to  pass  the  NYC  Gay 
Rights  Bill.  All  welcome.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon 
St.  8pm. 

4  Friday 

Randolph  □  Country  Dance  series  with  South  East 
Gays  and  Lesbians  (SEGAL).  Traditional  New  England 
contra  and  square  dances.  Randolph  County  Club.  9pm- 
midnight.  $5.  Info:  401/431-0822. 


Somerville  □  JoAnn  Loulan  presents  an  evening  of 
provocative  comedy  and  lesbian  sex  education.  The 
Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis  Sq.  8pm.  $12.50.  Info: 
617/625-1081. 

Boston  □  Urania,  a  Boston-area  S/M  support  group 
for  lesbian  and  bisexual  women,  monthly  meeting. 
Info:  617/395-4849,  or  write:  Urania,  PO  Box  I486, 
Boston,  MA  02117. 

W.  Medford  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 

meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  Carol  617/483-3685,  Gwen 
617/262-0144. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 

Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  presents  a 
workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and  stories  of  those  con¬ 
nected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a 
theater  music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  offers 
Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all  ages  and 
abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoons  in 
the  South  End.  Info:  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  cable  program  with  Candace  Van 
Auken.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  healing  group  for  PWAs 
and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
617/267-1 IS4,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Allston  □  Lesbian  volleyball  All  skills  welcome.  Will  teach 
those  who  don’t  know  how  to  play.  Coached  drills  and  scrim¬ 
mage.  Through  November.  West  End  House,  I0S  Allston  St. 
2:30-5:30pm.  $2.  Info:  Ann  617/524-4884. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  a  radio  program  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  On  10/23, 
guest  Joyce  Collier  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Program  of  Feaway 
Community  Health  Ctr.;  10/30,  live  call-in  program  with  special 
guest  Kevin  Cathcart  of  GLAD  taking  questions  on  legal  issues. 
WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1 :30pm 

Monday 

Boston  □  Women's  Rugby  Club  fall  practice  every  Monday 
and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience  necessary.  Info:  Mel 
617/536-4943,  message  617/932-5401. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Topics:  10/24.  "Being  Gay  in  the 
Workplace ’’;  10/31,  “Lesbian  Sex."  The  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

T  uesday 

Providence,  Rl  □ACT-UP/ Rhode  Island  has  meetings  open 
to  the  public.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  ACT-UP/RI,  PO 
Box  3156,  Wayland  Square  Station,  Providence,  Rl  02906.  Info: 
Bill  617/782-9063. 


Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3.  Roxbury  Community  College.  7:30pm. 
Info:  617/49-ACT-UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap  The  Women  s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  Free.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  See  Saturday  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  See  Monday  listing. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm,  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group 

meets  for  HIV  positive,  PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and 
the  worried  well.  Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of 
HIV  status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be 
of  support.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 
Info:  Brian  617/267-1154,  Joseph  617/357-6926. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  The  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 


NATIONAL  CALENDAR 

October  28  □  New  York  □  Black  Women  Talk 
Poetry,  presented  by  the  Audre  Lorde  Women’s  Poetry 
Center.  Dorothea  Smartt  performs  selections  of  her  own 
work  and  the  work  of  other  British  Black  women. 
Roosevelt  House,  47  E.  65th  St.,  between  Park  and 
Madison.  Info:  (212)  570-5013. 


COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


from  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk 
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Will  Mo  choose  to  come  out  to  her  parents  on  Oprah?  See  this  week’s  Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For,  by 
Alison  Bechdel,  p.  7. 


The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show.  October  11,5  p.m. 
Donahue  October  II,  4  p.m. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

ometimes  it  takes  an  outside  jolt  to  re¬ 
mind  me  how  removed  I  am  from  the 
rest  of  the  country.  That  reminder  can 
be  in  the  form  of  George  Bush  telling  the 
world  that  Michael  Dukakis  is  “out  of 
touch’’  because  he’s  so  far  to  the  left  (of 
what?).  On  October  1 1  the  reminder  came 
from  television  talk  shows,  types  of  enter¬ 
tainment  1  usually  manage  to  avoid. 

So  there  I  was,  home  from  work  with 
menstrual  cramps  like  I  haven’t  had  since  1 
was  16.  I  flipped  on  General 
W\I  Hospital  and  saw  the  tag  for  the 
Phil  Donahue  show:  “Join  us  at 
4:00  when  we’ll  talk  to  women  who  don’t 
wear  make-up.”  Moments  later,  after  Anna 
was  almost  killed  by  a  deadly  snake  and 
Scorpio  threatened  to  run  Olivia  out  of 
town,  1  saw  Oprah  Winfrey  proclaim  Na¬ 
tional  Coming  Out  Day  would  be  honored 
on  her  show  by  scores  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  coming  out  of  the  closet  “for  the  first 
time.”  Needless  to  say,  I  did  not  touch  that 
dial. 

I  have  to  admit  I  was  amazed  by  Oprah’s 
show.  She  was  not  as  homophobic  as  I  ex¬ 
pected  and  the  people  she  had  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  were  a  more  diverse  group  than  1 
might  have  anticipated.  But  most  of  all  I  was 
amazed  by  the  people  who  came  out.  One 
after  another,  at  least  20  people  approached 
the  microphone  and  said  a  few  words  about 
being  gay. 

I  just  couldn’t  imagine  coming  out  to  my 
mother  on  Monday  and  then  asking  her  to 
talk  about  it  via  telephone  on  national 
television  on  Tuesday.  But  Greg  Brock, 
from  Koziesko,  Mississippi  did  just  that. 
His  mother,  who  had  no  idea  her  son  was 
gay,  said  that  it’s  been  difficult,  she  hasn’t 
gotten  much  rest,  but  “if  that’s  what  he’s 
chosen  I’ll  have  to  accept  it  because  he’s  my 
flesh  and  blood  and  I’ll  always  love  him.” 

And  then  there  was  Juanita  who  stood  at 
the  microphone  and  proudly  stated  to  her 
family  and  friends,  “I’m  still  the  same  per¬ 
son  [and  I’m]  gay.”  Juanita  told  Oprah  she 
chose  national  television  as  her  medium  for 
coming  out  because  she  doesn’t  expect  her 
Catholic  Mexican  family  to  accept  her  les¬ 


bianism.  “This  way  I  don’t  have  to  see 
them,”  she  quipped.  Not  my  idea  of  a  cop 
out! 

Michael  Kaplan  made  sure  none  of  his 
relatives  missed  his  15  minutes  of  fame.  He 
called  up  a  whole  slew  of  them,  including 
cousins  Sid  and  Myrtle,  to  tell  them  to  watch 
Oprah.  1  would  have  loved  to  tap  his  family 
tree  that  evening. 

And  even  Oprah  seemed  in  awe  of 
Daphne,  who  got  up  and  told  her  co¬ 
workers,  “Today  you’re  looking  at  a  very 
proud  Black  lesbian  woman.” 

Of  course,  amid  all  the  joy  of  coming  out 
with  style,  the  pain  of  closets  and 
homophobia  was  still  there.  One  woman 
had  lost  her  son  in  a  custody  case.  Another 
woman  had  not  spoken  to  her  family  since 
1972.  (“I  figured  now  was  a  good  time  to  tell 
them  I  was  a  lesbian,”  she  said.)  And  Oprah 
herself  was  certainly  not  immune  from 
homophobia.  Fortunately,  her  occasional 
ignorant  bursts  were  generally  interrupted 
by  someone  on  stage,  as  occurred  when  she 
announced,  you  “don’t  hear  about  gay 
couples  being  together  25-30  years.” 


I  wasn’t  sure  if  it  was  homophobia  or  not 
that  lead  Oprah  to  give  so  much  air  time  to 
the  only  caller,  a  man  she  dubbed  “son  of 
Archie  Bunker.”  I’ve  heard  she  frequently 
lets  offensive  people  go  on  and  on.  And  this 
caller  certainly  fit  the  bill.  He  thought 
queers  were  only  interested  in  recruiting  and 
lobbed  insult  after  insult  at  the  show’s  par¬ 
ticipants.  He  accused  gays  of  wanting  to 
“make  a  big  political  scheme  like  Black  and 
Latinos. ..If  they  get  their  way  it’s  the  an¬ 
nihilation  of  the  human  race.”  He  even  sug¬ 
gested  that  Greg  Brock  kill  himself.  Oprah 
justified  his  air  time  by  saying  that  he 
represents  a  lot  of  people,  but  I  wouldn’t  be 
surprised  if  the  call  was  pre-arranged  —  you 
know,  the  token  vicious  homophobe. 

I  expect  some  homophobia  when  gay  and 
lesbian  issues  are  talked  about  publicly.  But 
I  was  not  prepared  for  the  stir  caused  on 
Donahue  by  women  who  don’t  wear 
make-up.  When  I  first  heard  the  topic,  I 
thought  Donahue  was  just  hurting  for 
material. 

Now,  just  for  your  background  informa¬ 
tion,  I  don’t  think  I’ve  worn  makeup  since 


high  school.  But  my  horizons  have  been 
broadened  by  some  femme  dyke  friends  and 
makeup  per  se  doesn’t  bother  me  —  as  long 
as  no  whales  or  rabbits  get  killed  along  the 
way.  Even  when  I  thought  makeup  was 
politically  repulsive,  however,  I  never 
thought  of  not  wearing  makeup  as  radical. 
But  if  the  reaction  of  Phil’s  audience  is  any 
indication,  women  who  don’t  wear  makeup 
are  radical  indeed.  (I’m  waiting  for  the 
follow-up  shows:  women  who  don’t  shave 
their  legs,  women  with  beards  and  women 
who  don’t  diet.) 

In  fact,  not  wearing  makeup  is  so  radical 
that  one  of  the  women  on  the  panel  was 
wearing  makeup.  (She  said  she  wears 
makeup  sometimes,  she’s  just  not  addicted 
to  it.  And  she’s  written  a  book  about  it.) 
Another  panel  member  was  a  man.  He 
doesn’t  mind  if  his  women  don’t  wear 
makeup,  he  doesn’t  mind  if  they  do.  Thank 
!§  you  very  much.  There  were  also  three  bona 
■§  fide  non-makeup-wearing  females,  in- 
“  eluding  a  21-year-old  college  student,  a 
J  former  model  turned  activist  and  a  woman 
<  who  has  never  worn  makeup  in  her  life. 

What  seemed  to  bother  the  audience  most 
was  the  concept  that  societal  pressure  forces 
women  to  wear  makeup.  This  despite  the 
fact  that  one  caller  expressed  her  admiration 
for  the  panel  and  said,  “Because  of  society  I 
feel  I  can’t  go  out  of  my  front  door  [without 
makeup].”  The  man  on  the  panel  —  Bob 
Berkowitz,  a  men’s  (?!)  reporter  for  the  To¬ 
day  Show  —  was  particularly  offended  by 
the  concept  of  societal  pressure.  This 
perceptive  man  noted  that  no  one  has  a  gun 
to  women’s  heads  forcing  them  to  put  on 
makeup  and  appeared  to  try  to  back  up  his 
argument  by  making  a  parallel  with  another 
product.  In  this  especially  incoherent 
remark  to  Ann,  the  former  model.  Bob 
blurted  out,  “Does  anyone  here  use  foot 
cream?”  What  does  Bob  do  with  his  foot 
cream? 

Most  disturbing  were  the  women  in  the 
audience  who  sparred  with  the  panelists. 
One  woman  admonished  the  women 
panelists  for  not  doing  more  to  improve 
themselves  and  told  them  how  much  better 
they  would  look  with  makeup.  Another 
woman  said  she  hates  looking  at  herself 
when  she  gets  up  in  morning.  When  Phil 
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united  fruit  company  &  red  shades  affinity  groups'  third  annual 


Saturday 
november  5 

9  pm  -  2  am 
to  benefit 

gay 

community 
news 
&  nicaragua 
material  aid 

villa  victoria 
cultural  center 

85  west  newton 
south  end 

live  dj 

all  kinds  of  dance  music 
cash  bar  &  refreshments 
creative  dress  encouraged 
everyone  welcome 


$6  in  advance,  $10  at  door  (sliding  scale) 

advance  tickets  from  goy  community  news,  central  america  solidarity  association,  red  book,  Cambridge 
food  coop,  new  words,  glad  day  or  affinity  group  members,  free  parking  ot  the  hurley  school, 
70  Worcester  st.  (between  shawmut  &  tremont)  within  walking  distance  of'back  bay  or  mass  ave 
orange  line  T  stops  or  copley  place  green  line  T  slop,  wheelchair  accessible. 

info:  gen:  426-4469  or  tty:  426-0332 
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